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To the INHABITANTS of the PARISH f 
| BUITLE, 
They 
GENTLEMEN, 


5 HIS Catechiſm was cn by your worthy 


Paſtor, with a view to your edification when he 
himſelf ſhould be no longer able to inſtru you. It 
muſt be confeſſed that, if the method were altered, 
and ſome anſwers and obſervations abridged, it would 

appear more modern : but as the performance inſelf 
was chiefly intended for your benefit, and this form of 
catechiſing Was ake you were accuſtomed to for 


many years, it is imagined that any alteration as to 


+» W 


leſs acceptable. 


That the great deſign of this good man may be 
highly wedeln, is the ſincere and earneſt wiſh of | 


your affe dionate ſervant, 


A FRIEND, 
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familiar and homely ſtile, was chiefly deſigned 
by the worthy and valuable Author, for the uſe of the 
bats of his own pariſh and charge, - yet n now that te ; 
has contented to its appearance in public, it is | hoped : 
that it will be of ſingular advantage and benefit to all | 
who ſhall carefully peruſe i it, not as cavillers and critics, : 
but for their own ſolid inſtruction and 9 8 edifi- 
q cation. To charadterize the Author, as he is Ril 
alive, might be deemed indelicate, and the Publiſhers 95 
| wiſh'to be tender of the feelings of their venerable old 
Piitor ; ſuffice ir to fay, that he is well known,” and 
highly eſteemed in the bounds and parih where he N : | | 


lives, id has long and acceptably exerciſed his mini- 


| ſterial talents. His ue: than Common abilities as a 


Divine, his genuine err as a Chriſtian, and his, zeal 


and aſſiduity as a Faithful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, vi | 


clearly appear from the Performance itſelf, &c. 5 
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HE following Treatiſe, wrote in a very plain, 


5 
0 
* a * 1 
* 


a T 
9 r 3 2», > 4 4 
Fg * Is \ F214 z * 4% 1 75 N CY 8 D * 1 * » & 8 #28, age * _ p 
r T r $8.35", * N 81 8 A . 
« 83 OK * wy RN I e ARE ATI 618 Ry n S r . N 
Ft WA 4? c 7 e LT LY p Re SE r 2 4 
Es E DO BIR. 22 1 xD „ Was REC 4e A A Oo, CO ES * * Jet 
x 2 . 9 1 T "IF 25 3 n 1 R _, 
6 ; N N 5 » 2 ok 9 Bt gs. e M7 WE 1 1 * N 8 J b POS : 2 
a EET a7 LN ID Te: 
"v2. : $4. e 


* - *5 
21 3 
An * 4 8 4 
5 >; wer tt; : — 
$487 4 5 > 7 - 


* 


- 


' COUNTRY PASTOR 


Catechiſing and Conferring with 
N his Pariſhioners. 


CHAP. I. 
- 4 OT 4 


| AE ER prayer, and calling of the names, the paſtor ſays, 
| Boys and girls at ſchool, and all other ſuch like little young 
ones preſent, come, ſay-your queſtions. Theſe having repeat- 
ed the Shorter Catechiſm from the beginning to the end, the 
paſtor proceeds: Now, boys and girls, you have anſwgred 
your queſtions very well: ſuch as have ſaid feweſt have ſaid 
them clearly; which makes me hope you'll ſoon have them 
all, eſpecially if ye continue at the ſchool; others have got 
clear through the Catechiſm ; I expect they'll have a part 
of the Larger one the next time I ſhall examine them. Tou, 
big boys, may fit down a little, until I aſk ſome things at the 
leſſer children. 5 | 1 8 | | e 
Paſt, You, young people, don't you know that you are 
all of you of a more excellent nature than the brute beaſts ; 
and that you have rational ſouls, and are far more wiſe and 
excellent than the beaſts? - ' 
Child. Yes; we all think that. 

Paſt. You know you can think ſome times on one thing, 
and ſome times on another, and can tell what ye are thinking 
on. | . 

Child. Ves; we can think on many things we do not ſee, 
Paſt. Now, tell me what is that in you which thinks, and 
knows its own thought? | | a. 
Child. It is the ſoul that 7 * 


Paſt. 
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Paſt. Ye ſay right: for when the ſoul goes out of the 
body, as when a perſon dies, the body cannot think ; and 
this ſoul may be called yourſelf: for it is much more yourſelf 
than the body is. Can you tell me, any of you, wha: other 
powers are to be found in your ſoul, whereby it may appear 
that ye are more excellent beings than the brutes are? 

Child. They are, 2 more than we have thought 
of, or can tell. 

Paſt. Very likely that may be the caſe with you, and with 
many others, perhaps much older people; but I ſhall name ſome 
few things which ye may tell me, if ye find them in your- 
ſelves. Firſt then; has not every one of you a power of be- 
lieving what one tells you ? if ſome of your friends' ſhould be 
from home all day, and returned at night, ſhould tell you 
where they have been, what they ſaw, and what they heard, | 
would you not readily believe them? _ 

Child. Yes; we believe ſome things we hear every day. 
|: © all; Then, by the power of believing, which is ſometimes 

called faith, ye may gather a great deal of knowledge; per- 
haps we'll find that ye have this way gathered a good deal 
of knowledge already. Don't you know that all muſt die, 
and that there will be a reſurrection of the dead, that there is 
a day of judgment coming, that there is a heaven for the | 
godly, and a hell for the wicked? | 

Child. Ves; we know and believe theſs't Wiege EY 

Paſt. Thus you may have the knowledge of ſome of whe 
fundamental great truths of religion, even in your childhood; 
and - afterwards have them confirmed, both by reaſon and 
ſcripture : for inſtance, ye khow that there is a God who 
made you and all things; and that he upholds all things, and 
rules over all things in heaven and in earth. | 

Child. Ves; for we were told alf theſe things. | 

Paſt. Well, then, does God ſee what ye are doing, when 
ye are alone, though none ay can ſee you? 5 

Child. Yes. | 

| Paſt. Does he know what you think, though you 0s not 
ſp eak? 

Child. Yes; for he knows all things. | 

' Paſt. How do you know that God is good. 

Child, He gives us * _ youu rings we enjoy. 


Paſt, 


| (3) | 
- -Paſt. Ves; he ſupplies the need of every thing that lives, 
If ye be cold, is not a warm fire good? if hungry, how agree- 
able is food? if thirſty, how deſirable is drink? and is not ſweet 
fruit, ſuch as apples and pears, very good. 

Child. Ves, they are good; for God makes them to be ſo. 

| Paſt, Then, you may be ſaid to feel, to taſte and ſee that 
God is good. 85 | ? 5 

Child. Ves; for all good things come from him. | | 

Paſt. Very right. 6 how good then muſt he be him- 
ſelf! and if ye know that God made all things, then ye know 
that he was before all things he made. 

Child. Ves; for if he had not been before them, there 
would have been nothing to make them; and ſo a world could 
never have been made. | | | 
Paſt. Thus, ye know that ye have not only a power of 
believing, but alſo a power of reaſoning ; for, from the exiſt- 
ence of creatures, ye reaſon juſtly for the pre-exiſtence of a 
Creator. And ſo from his works, that are great, wiſe and 
good ; and from the power, the wiſdom, and goodneſs he has 
beſtowed on many creatures, perſons and things, ye can as 
eaſily reaſon that his own power, wiſdom and goodneſs, muſt 
be infinitely greater than all that is, or can be, in all the 
creatures together, | | 

Child. We think that plain to every one ; becauſe all theſe 
powers are from God alone, as well as their beings. | 

Paſt. Ye can ſee, in moſt part of things, what is fit or un- 
fit to be done; and what is right, or what is wrong, do it 
who will; if a perſon. ſpeak ill words, or hurt his neigh- 
bours, will not do bidding, nor learn his book, ye can tell he's 
an ill perſon ; he does what is wrong, not what is right : but 
if any among you neither ſpeak ill words, nor do ill deeds ; 
but obeys his parents, keeps the ſabbath-day, learns his book, 
takes pleaſure. in doing good; yell readily call that a good 
child; becauſe he does always what is right. : 
Child. Every body knows theſe things very eaſily. 
Paſt. Vet much the better, if in the firſt place ye be taught 
them by careful inſtruction. | | 

The paſtor ſays to the people preſent, ye know, my friends, 
that if our young ones be not told what is right or wrong for 
them to do, we'll ſoon find them doing many things amiſs, 
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without any the leaſt ſenſe of the evil, or unfitneſs of it. | 


Every young one's behaviour tells what its education has 


been. There is indeed a fitneſs of things, a right and a 


wrong, as we uſe to ſay, in every thing; and that, in moſt 


things, pretty eaſy to be ſeen : but, ſuch is the weakneſs of 


human nature in this imperfect ſtate, that, without the help 
of ſome friendly advice or example, we would all of us make 
byt flow advances in reading that large book, the nature and 
fitneſs of things. This power of diſcerning between moral 


good and evil, of ſeeing what is fit and unfit to be done, is by 
ſome called a moral ſenſe; jt is indeed common ſenſe, which, 
without inſtruction, makes but very rarely any conſiderable 


improvements. This ſeems to be obvious enough to common 


obſervation, by the general ignorance and narrow notions | 


of untaught people, as well as by the wild rudeneſs and 
barbarity of uncivilized nations. | 


To THE CHILDREN. 
Paſt. Do not ye chuſe, and do every day what ye think 


fit, and refuſe what ye think unfit, or wrong for you to do? 


if your parents .ſhould allow your choice whither to go to 
ſchool, or ſtay at home ſome days, ye would chuſe and do 
that which ye-like beſt ; and when ye go to play, ye can let 
alone the diverſion you do not like, and run with pleaſure to 
that ye like beſt, as free agents? | | | 

Child. That's what we all do every day. 8 

Paſt. Then, I think, it hereby appears, ye, all of you, can 
forbear to do ill, and do good, if you pleaſe. | 

Child. We cannot well deny that neither, 


Paſt. Have ye not power to learn and do his that ye 
could not do until ye learned them? but you may ſay I need 
not aſk that: for your repeating your queſtion book fo well 


tells that ye have a power to learn, and that ye have made 
good uſe of it ; but 1 obſerve by this power, ye can acquire 


powers ye have not yet; that is, a power of doing many things 


ye cannot do until ye acquire the power of doing them. 
Child, What do they call theſe powers? 
Paſt. We call them habits ; whereby we are enabled to do 
things more eaſily, more pleaſantly, and more perfectly, than 
we could have done before we acquired theſe habits, 


Child. 


-v2 $5. 


B 
Child. How do we acquire theſe habits? 5 
Paſt. Any habit is acquired by frequent acting; but they 
are moſt eaſily learned when example goes before us. The 
faculty of imitation being implanted in our natures, we eaſily, 
and often inſenſibly follow examples. | 
Child. Is not this the way we learn trades, or any buſineſs? 
Paſt. It is; and when ye do what ye have learned, eaſily, 
and without difficulty, as if it were natural to you, then ye 
have acquired the habit of doing it, whether the thing ye ſo 
do be good or evil. TE | 
Child. Have we any other powers as reaſonable creatures? 
Paſt, This, I think, you'll be able to anſwer yourſelves, 
after I ſha]l have aſked you a few things; if ye are, at any 
time, thinking to do a thing which ye know is not right, do 
ye not, as it were, hear ſomething within you ſaying, that is 
wrong, ye ought not to do it; or if you have done any ſuch 
thing, does not your own mind ſoon tell you it was wrong, 
you ought not to have done it. But when ye do, or have 
done, what ye know to be right, is not your mind then con- 
tent, and does it not approve; as if it had ſaid, ye did well in 
doing what ye did. | | 3 | 
Child. Ves; we have ſome times ſuch thoughts as theſe, 
as when we do any ill, eſpecially, if it be a thing God has 
forbidden us to do: for though nobody ſees us, we know | 
God ſees us, and is diſpleaſed with all ſuch like doings. _ 
| Paſt, How do you call that power in you that ſo approves 
what is right, and condemns what is wrong in your practice? 
Child. We call it our conſcience, | 
Paſt, True, it is ſo called, both in holy writ and in com- 
mon language; and it ſeems to have its commiſſion to act its 
part for God, as his appointed judge, and witneſs within us : 
as a judge approving what is true or right in us, as well 
2 to God; condemning what is falſe or wrong, as 
diſpleaſing to him; and as a witneſs teſtifying for us to God 
the great Judge, if we have done well; and teſtifying for God 
againſt us, if we have done ill: hence it appears that we have 
3 apprehenſions of God, as a righteous Governor and 
udge. | | | (52 
Child. Will it not have much to do that way in the great 
day, the day of judgment? 5 
Paſt. 
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Paſt No doubt of that : for then will the voice of con- 
ſcience be ſtrong to raiſe convictions, like God's trumpet to 
raiſe the dead. 
But I aſk you next, Do not you find peace and ſatis- 
faction in your mind, when your conſcience approves you? 
and pain or uneaſineſs when it condemns you? 


Child. We believe every body feels theſe ings better than | 


they can tell them. 


Paſt. Don't you love them that are good to you? or do ye 
net more alſo, even love one ye know to be a very good per- 
ſon, though perhaps he never had much occaſion to do good 
to you? 

Child. Ves, every one likes a good perſon. 

Paſt. But ye cannot ſo love a very ill perſon; ye mbar 
hate the wickedneſs ye ſee in them, and the ill deeds they do. 

Child. All that is very true. 

Paſt. Then ye can love what is good, _ hate what is ill. 


Are ye not afraid to do, and therefore let alone, what ye 


know would anger your parents or your maſter ; but if any of 
them bid you do any little good turn, ye can do, and promiſe 
you, for doing of it, ſome good thing which ye like well, will 


ye not do that thing with more pleaſure, expecting to get the 


good thing promiſed. 
Child. All that is true, and we like that way of doing beſt. 


Paſt. Then ye have both fear and hope. And with all 


theſe natural powers we have been ſpeaking of, are ye not 
capable of religion in your heart and practice, think ye? 

Child. We cannot well tell how that is. 

Paſt. Are ye not capable, in ſome meaſure, of knowing, 
and loying, and obeying God, as your Lord ; and of depend- 
ing upon him as your greateſt friend ; and of being * in 
the knowledge of his love towards you! 2 

Child. Ves, we think ſo. | 

Paſt. Theſe may be called your religious powers, i 
ye are capable of religion, , and by all theſe your natural powers 
of reaſon and religion, it plainly appears ye are of a far more 
excellent nature than all the brute world. 


SECTION 


3.3 


SECTION II. | 

TD UT now you may ſit down, and hear me tell you and others, 
BU a few words, for what end theſe excellent powers 
are given you; and, I think, you yourſelves may judge, God 
has not given you theſe that ye ſhould live like brutes, with- 
out any concern but to gratify their ſenſual appetites, and to 
ſatisfy the cravings of animal nature: have ye alſo ſuch like 
appetites, hunger, thirſt, &c. let them be governed by reaſon 
and conſcience, your ſuperior and more excellent powers. 
Why are ye endued with ſuch a capacity as to diſcern the 
difference 'twixt moral good and evil, but that knowing your 
duty to God and man, ye ſhould accordingly ceaſe to do evil, 
and learn to do well? Why are ye free agents ? but that ye 
may in conformity with the dictates of reaſon, common ſenſe, 
and good inſtruction, chuſe and do what is fit and right, refuſe 
and forbear what is wrong and unfit to be done; and exert 
your active powers to the honour of God, and happineſs of 
mankind, yourſelves and others, ſo as ye may acquire habits 
of religion and virtue ; be capable of the rewards of well. 
doing; and eſcape the puniſhments that follow all ill deeds. 
Does conſcience tell you that God is witneſs and judge of 
all your thoughts, words and actions? This is a loud call to 
do all to his approbation. Is there a ſenſible pleaſure or pain 
follows the ſentence. of your conſcience ? Hence learn, | 
. Iſt. That God is holy, pure and juſt : he loves righteouſ- 

neſs, hates all fin and wickedneſs ; approves the former, and 

puniſhes the latter. ; EE 
 2dly. Theſe feelings, being the immediately begun execu- 
tion of the ſentence, gives you an experimental proof of God's 
unalterable law, eſtabliſhed in the very conſtitution of nature. 
You'll perhaps aſk me, What is that law ſo firmly fixed? 
I anſwer, That as happineſs is the native conſequence of duty, 
ſo is ſin the cauſe of all miſery : or take it as publiſhed by 
divine commiſſion. Say ye to the righteous, it ſhall be well 
with him; for they ſhall eat the fruit of their doings. Wo 
* unto the wicked, it ſhall be ill with him; for the rewards 
© of his hands ſhall be given him.“ Iſa. iii; 10. 11. 
. 5 3dly. 
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3dly. This ſentence and execution affecting the mind im- 
mediately, and the mind only (not the body for ſome time) 
affords a felt kind of probability that we can be happy or 
miſerable in reflecting on our own mind, though in a ſtate of 
ſeparation from the body: and ſo teaches that we ſhould look 
forward to a future ſtate of happineſs or miſery, conformable 
to our good or bad behaviour in this life. Again; Why are 
we furniſhed with ſuch a power of faith, giving credit to re- 
port, but that we ſhould enlarge our e ee of things, to 
our own entertainment, and our uſefulneſs to the world, far 
more richly than we could have done by the narrow compre- 


henſion of the eye- ſight, which, without this faith, would de- 


prive us of all the rich treaſures of knowledge we may have 
by the hiſtory of the diſpenſations of grace, and of the conduct 
of Divine Providence in all ages paſt, as well as of all things 
around us, in our own day, tranſacted in our abſence? | 

| Laſtly. Why are we favoured with the knowledge of God, 
and of ourſelves, but that we ſhould honour him, in the due 


.uſe and improvement of all theſe capacities wherewith he hath. 


adorned our natures, far above the brutes? In a word; That 
we ſhould ſo fear, love, and obey him, truſt and depend upon 
him, as he may be glorified in and by us, and we be happy in 
his favour for ever. | | | 

To what has been ſaid, I ſhall add a few obſervations. 


| iſt, Notwithſtanding the many excellent powers and capacities, 
common to mankind, yet ſuch is our condition in this life, - 


that not one is ſufficient for himſelf; every one of us being 
ſubject to ſo much weakneſs, to manifold wants and neceſſities, 
as that we cannot ſubſiſt without the help of others. Hence- 
the abſolute neceſſity of ſociety ; of communion and fellowſhip 


' amongſt mankind ; and of mutual aſſiſtance for their preſerva- 
tion, comfort and ſafety, while in this lower world. adly. It 
is equally obvious ro common obſervation and experience, 
that we have wants and neceſſities that all our friends cannot 


ſupply ; and are expoſed to many ſuch hazards and dangers in 
this world, as mankind can neither forefee, eſcape, nor ex- 
tricate themſelyes from. Hence may we ſee, that even ne- 
ceſſity of nature requires our looking above all creatures to 
the Supreme Being, endeavouring above all things to have 
his friendſhip, and ſo depend upon him as ſufficient for us, 
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in every circumſtance of our exiſtence. Hence learn alſo, 
that prayer and thankſgiving to God is ſuitable to our conſti- 
tution in nature, and ought to be our habitual as well as our 
occaſional exerciſe. diy. None of the divine perfections 
ſhine more conſpicuciilly in the works of creation and provi- 
dence, than his goodneſs to the children of men: not only is 
the whole earth. full of his goodneſs, but the whole frame of 
nature ſeems to be compoſed for the profit and pleaſure of 


mankind. Should any object, This goodneſs is ſuch a com- 


mon thing, that all the brates are ſharers of it; let it be an- 
ſwered; And all for” our benefit. Theſe are made ſo much 
ſabſervient to our intereſt, that one cannot well ſee how we 


.could have wanted them. What aſſiſtance do theſe afford us 


in our labour? What abundant proviſion to ſupply our neceſ- 
ſities? What a great variety to gratify our different taſtes, 
and iticreaſe our different pleaſures in this life? Hence our 
acting habittially for the benefit of mankind may be ſaid to be 


our agreeing with. God and nature, and they that act to the 


contrary, ſet themſelves in oppolition to God and his law; 
even that law of divine love and goodneſs, written in the 
whole frame of nature. .qthly.. All the entertainment this 
lower world affords, can ſerve us but a ſhort time, We have 
ſcarce well begun to exert our reaſonable powers, and im- 
prove our religious, capacities, when the clay tabernacle falls 
to the ground. Whence it appears our ſouls, endued with 
ſuch ſuperior powers, were not delighed for this world's en- 
tertainment, but for a world far more excellent and ſuitable 


to our large capacities. They therefore that act merely for 


the preſent life, act amiſs: contrary to nature, and contrary 


to the will of God. Theſe only who act their part, chiefly ' 


with a view to the world to come, preparing for the invi- 


ſible ſtate, act according to their nature, and the will of God, 


who-endued'them with ſuch ſuperior and noble faculties, - 
Paſt. Now, dear children, what think ye of yourſelves? 
you have heard what powers and capacities God hath given 


you, what. uſe and improvement ye ſhould make of theſe, 
exerciſing all your abilities to the honour of God, and the 
happineſs of mankind. Can, ye ſay ye have done all theſe 


things, and never fail'd of what ye owed to God, or man. 
Child. No, No; we cannot ſay that: we have fail'd, we 
5 | B have 
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| 100) n 
have neglected many things we ſhould have done, and done 
things we ſhould not, though forbidden of them. 

Paſt. What way ſhall we attain right notions.of our ſins? 
or in what particulars we have ſinned againſt God, or man? 

Child. We'll be glad you tell us that. 

Paſt. By.the law is the knowledge of fin : you muſt 17 
by the ten commandments; firſt examine your heart and prac- 
tice by what is required, to ſee whether ye have fulfilled, or 
failed of your duty; and next by what is forbidden, that ye 
may know wherein ye have tranſgreſſed. The Larger Cate- 
chiſm is the beſt for this purpoſe. Ye can tell me what ſin 
deſerves? | 

Child, Every 0 deſerves God's wrath Bay” curſe, &c. 

Paſt. Can you ſave and deliver yourſelves from his wrath? 

Child. No, we cannot; God only can, if he will, 

Paſt, So ſaid the leprous man to Jeſus Chriſt: But how 
can we know if he be willing to ſave y, or what way he 
ſaves ſinners? | 
Child. Theſe things cannot be known but by the word of 
God, the holy Scriptures. 

Paſt. What a great mercy this! God has given us his 
word; therefore, my dear little children, I recommend it to 
you to learn to read, to underſtand, to love and obey God's 
word, you have in the holy Scriptures; for by theſe he'll 
teach you the way of ſalvation, Sit down now, and hear 
what the reſt will ſay, when TI examine them, as they did, 
when I examined you. | 7 


SECTION U. 
8 (ſpeaking to the company) ſays, No doubt, my 
friends, but the children have been taught this their laſt 
anſwer, as well as ſome others, by report; and I much ap- 


prove of you for telling them, in their 7ounger years, ſuch 
things as in riper age, in the due exerciſe of their own judg- 


ment and reaſon, they will find to be truth: and how agree- 


able is this to what has been anſwered? That however we 

may be endued richly enough in nature's gifts, and power of 

reaſon; and whatever the light of nature may teach,or reaſon can 
ſuggeſt, 
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ſuggeſt, there is no certainty of ſalvation, or ſure ground of 
hope, attainable, without the aſſiſtance of divine revelation. 
In like manner it may be told them, that the holy Scriptures 
will afford abundant ſatisfaction to the reaſon and conſcience 
of ſober minded men, provided they underſtand them, and in 
practice duly comply with them, which is the beſt way to 
prove their divinity, as well as their uſefulneſs. - Our Lord 
ſays, If any man will do God's will, he ſhall know of the 
© doqrine whether it be of God, or not.“ | 

The next queſtion I am to aſk will, perhaps, be fitter for 
thoſe more advanced in years; I ſhall not propoſe this to the 
ſchool-boys now; but I ſee two young men yonder, they'll 


readily anſwer me, James and John, come forward both 


* 


of you, | 

"Paſt. What more do the holy Scriptures teach you than 
the light of nature doth ? 8 
James. Several things, knowable by the light of nature, 
are taught us by the word of God more perfectly, as well as 
more eaſily. | | 2 

_ Paſt. Name ſome of theſe things. . © T 

James. The knowledge of God, of ourſelves, our duty 
and intereſt ; the evil of ſin, and the danger we are in thęreby. 


Paſt. And is this all the word of God teacheth us more 


than what we may know by nature's light? 


James. No; divine revelation teacheth us many great 
things not known by the light of nature, 5 

Paſt. Name ſome of theſe great things. 
James. There we have an account how God created the 
world, the heavens, the earth, and all in them : a hiſtory of 
Divine Providence for ſeveral ages: an account of man's 
original, their happy ſtate and condition; and how they fell 
from it into fin and miſery : what an univerſal corruption fol- 
lowed; and what awful judgments theſe drew after them, in 
the ſeveral ages of the world : God's grace abounding to ſome 
perſons, families, and people, above others. There alſo we 
have the doctrine of the holy Trinity; the incarnation of the 
eternal Son of God, and the inſtitution of divine worſhip ; 
the certainty of eternal happineſs to the righteous, and puniſh- 
ment to the wicked; with the aſſurance of the reſurrection 
from the dead? | | 
| B 2 | Paſt. 
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Paſt. Upon what zrounds do ye believe there ſhall be 4 


Ne reſurrection from the dead? 


James. Upon theſe grounds: The holy Scriptures the 


power of God; and the confirmation of it by the reſurreRion 


of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. 
Paſt. Thus you have told us ſeveral things recorded i in the 
Scriptures, not known by the mere light of nature, 


James. I ſhould alſo have mentioned the general judgment d 


that follows upon the- reſurrection, when the Judge himſelf, 
the great God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, ſhall appear in 
his glory. This is a doctrine of univerſal concern: for we 
muff all appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; be ſolemn- 


ly judged, before the whole world ; and receive, every one of 

us, our eternal doom. Come ye bleſſed ; or, 80 ye curſed ; 
an unalterable and final ſentence. 

Paſt. Lou have ſaid much to good purpoſe ; yet I have- 


heard but little to remove the main difficulty that occaſioned 
this / queſtion, about what the holy writings teach, and which 


1 may propoſe in a queſtion to this purpoſe: How ſhall we 


know, or how do the ſacred records aſſure us of God's willing- 
neſs? and of the Way he faves ſinners? Now, John, anſwer 
you this, 

Jolfn. If we know the way God ſaves ſinners, there will 
be no room left to doubt of his willingneſs ; for God ſo loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſiing life. 
The Son equally loved us, and gave himſelf for us, an offer- 


ing and ſacrifice to. God ; he loved us and waſhed us in his 


own- blood. As he undertook, ſo he fulfilled the work of 
our redemption ; a hard work, yet he did not ſtop or fail, 
until he could ſhout the triumph: IT IS FINISHED. Thus, 
by his own blood, he entered into the holy place, having ob- 


tained eternal redemption for us. This ſame purchaſe, with 


all the benefits of it, is fully and freely effered to us in the 


goſpel method of grace, upon terms the moſt reaſonable and 


agreeable, and well ſuited to every one's needy caſe and con- 
dition; to which is ſubjoined moſt earneſt calls, kind invita- 
tions, and aſſurance of hearty welcome to every one that 
flies to Chriſt for refuge, and lays hbld on the hope ſet be. 
fore him, Ly, We have your and precious promiſes of 

various 


cn 1: 


various kinds; but. eſpecially of the gifts, graces, aſſiſtance and 
comforts of the Holy Spirit: and theſe fulfilled to the expe- 

rience of true believers in all ages: ſo that there are thouſands 
and ten thouſands of unexceptionable witneſſes in heaven and 
earth who can tell they have, to their ſatisfaction, ſelt, that 
as God is able, ſo he is willing to ſave them to the ee, 
that come to him through Jeſus * the way, the truth, 
and the life. 

Paſt. Well ſaid John! Now you * both return to your 
ſeats; you have anſwered my queſtions much to my ſatis- 
faction, and I hope the hearers are, beyond expectation, 
agreeably entertained. 


SECTION IV. 
ASTOR. Come forward now, all ye larger ſchool-boys, 
and others, who have ſaid your queſtions; Pll aſk you 
ſome little things, anſwer ye, as ye can bet : what ye cannot 
I ſhall tell you. And if I ſhall fay ought ye do not under- 
ſtand, be ſure to aſk the meaning of it. Take heed; for 
what J tell you this day, I'll perhaps aſk you another time. 
Boys. We'll like that way of doing very well. 
. Paſt. Well then, you can all repeat the Ten Command- 
ments, the Lord's Prayer, and the Creed, | 
Boys. Yes, we can. | 
Paſt. Some call theſe foundations ; as they contain the 
fundamental principles-of our religion. The Creed is a brief 
ſummary of what we ought to believe ; the Ten Command. 
ments are the rule of our practice ; and the Lord's Prayer a + 
| directory for our prayers; for ſo he taught his diſciples to 


pray. 
Here follows a DIGRESSION concerning the teach- 
ing of little children to pray. 


PAST. Can ye tell me, boys, if ye may uſe the Lord's 
Prayer, ſaying the ſame words as your prayer? 

Boys. Yes, we may; if we could uſe it arighgt. 

Paſt. What is that * way of uling, or r ſaying the Lord's 
Prayer: 2 | | 
25 Boys. 
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| Boys. They ſay it is ſomething more than juſt to ſay the 
words, as we do when we fay our queſtions ; but we'll be 


| glad to hear you tell us what it is. 


Paſt. Will it be a right way of uſing the Lord's Prayer, or 


any other form of prayer, to ſay the words only, when you 


do not know the ſenſe and meaning of them ? 
"oa We think it were better to know the meaning of 
them. | | ; 
Paſt. Suppoſe ye know the ſenſe well enough, will it be 
a right enough way of praying to ſay the 8 when your 
heart does not deſire what your mouth ſpeaks ? | 
Boys. No, we do not think that right; for our queſtion- 


book ſays, prayer is an offering up of our deſires to God, for 


things agreeable to his will, 

Paſt. Ye ſay right: for what we do not deſire, we cannot be 
ſaid to pray for; nor can we deſire what we do not under- 
ſtand. Hence ye may learn theſe two neceſſary qualifications 


of prayer, in the firſt place, that ye know the ſenſe and mean- 
Ing of the words ye ſpeak. In the ſecond place, that your 
heart defire what your mouth ſpeaks. And you have a third 


very good and neceſſary qualification tatight you in the Lord's 
Prayer. | | 
Boys. We wiſh ye would tell us that one, 
Paſt. It is a due regard to God, as your Father in heaven; 


and to all his people, as your brethren ; like that which a du-. 


tiful child hath to its father on earth, whom it fears and loves 
in a far more kindly manner than it does any other ; and upon 


which it depends for its meat, clothes, and every thing need. 


ful ; and who has an affectionate love for all its brothers and 
ſiſters. With theſe three qualifications ye may uſe the Lord's 
Prayer, ſaying the ſame words. 

Boys. We think that would be a right way of praying : 
but may we not pray according to-the ſenſe and meaning of 
the Lord's Prayer, though we do not exactly repeat the ſame 
words? ; | 

Paſt. Yes, ye may; for our Lord's direction ſeems to al- 
low of both theſe ways of uſing that prayer. In Matth. vi. 
9. he ſays, after this manner pray ye- in Luke xi. 2. his 
word is, ſay ye which gives us warrant to ſay the ſame words 


in the one place, and in the other allows us to pray in different 
| words, 


7 


5 


n 
words, agreeable to the ſame ſenſe and meaning. And it is 
obſervable that the words of that prayer, as related by 
Matthew and Luke, are not exactly the ſame, but conſider- 
ably different, which ye may ſee and conſider at more leiſure. 
And though we have many other prayers recorded in holy 
writ, yet none of them repeat the Lord's Prayer in the ex- 
preſs words of it. But will your praying a long time, and 
in many words, be more acceptable than in praying in few 
words ; or will it make your prayer more acceptable to God, 
that in it ye repeat the ſame petition two or three times over? 


. Boys. No; that would look like vain repetitions, which 
our Lord forbids. 


| Paſt. But for whoſe ſake, think ye, will God ſo regard 
you, as to accept your prayers, and grant your requeſts ? 


Boys. Not for our own ſakes, but for the ſake of Jeſus 
CL aan. 
- Paſt, Very right; for he is our Advocate with the Father; 
him the Father hears always, and declares himſelf well pleaſed 
in him. And our Lord himſelf, promiſes to do for us that 
which we aſk in his name. 15 | | 

One of the company ſays, W hat think ye of teaching young 
children to repeat and ſay little ſhort prayers, and graces at 
meat, before they can be ſuppoſed to know any thing of the 
ſenſe and meaning of them? 


Paſt. I think, it looks like a taking of God's name in vain: 
and if a child be accuſtomed to that way of doing, it will fall 


inſenſibly into a wretched habit of ſaying prayers in a very 
worthleſs manner, without any rational thought, or ſerious 
concern. And when they come to riper years, it will be no 
wonder they think prayers a burden; and lay them all aſide, 
as a dry and ſapleſs drudgery, affording no entertainment to 


a rational foul. In ſhort, the natural conſequence will be 


either a prayerleſs youth when grown up, or mere formaliſts 
in religion, that reſt in external performances, and content 
themſelves with lip-labours, and tongue-ſervice, without any 
concern to worſhip God in ſpirit and in truth. 

Upon hearing this, another of the company cries out, What ! 
will he teach children nothing of religion, nor allow them to 


pray, until they be grown up ? he'll find it too late then to 
begin ſuch a work. | 


e | The 


(6 W Wh 
The Paſtor, over-hearing, anſwers, I would teadr tien 
religion like other things, gradually, by little and little, as 
they are able to take it up, and more and more ſo, as I found 
their capacities increaſing; prayer being an immediate addreſs 
to the Almighty, I would firſt inſtruct them in the knowledge 
of God, and when I found they had attained to ſome tolerable 
notions of him as the obje& of worſhip, I would tell them 


that prayer is a ſpeaking to this great, this good and holy | 


God, who hears what we ſay, and knows all that we think; 
it will not be difficult then to teach them ſome of the neceſ- 


fary qualifications of prayer, ſuch as theſe we were juſt now 


telling the boys, eſpecially if you have, in the next place, in- 
ſtructed them in the knowledge of themſelves, their weakneſs, 
wants and neceſſities, their ſinfulneſs, miſeries and dangers 
they are expoſed to; after which it will not be unfit to give 
them ſome knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, the only Mediator be- 
tween a holy God and ſinful men, the Redeemer and Saviour 
| of ſinners, ſo as they may know what it is to pray in his name, 
| to ſeek mercies, and beg favours for his ſake ; then ye may 
| teach them any ſhort good little prayer they can beſt under- 
EE ſtand; and next the Lord's Prayer, when ye have explained 
It, or been at pains to make them underitand it, as it is ex- 
—_ plamed already in their Queſtion Books. 
—_ The ſhort ſum of all I have ſaid may be this : 


Firſt, Teach little children gradually, patiently waiting on 


them, until they attain to ſome tolerable meaſure of acquain- 


tance with theſe three concerning ſubjects, viz. The know- 


ledge of God, and of themſelves, and of Jeſus Chriſt. And 

then, to ſome good purpoſe ye may inſtruct them in the na- 

ture and neceſſary qualifications of prayer, giving them to 

know withal that it is the will of God they ſhould pray 

= But now, let me return to the boys, to whom 1 was ſpeak- 
þ 1 Fn: | 
Paſt. And now, Boys, I earneſtly beſeech you, all of you, 
that ye would accuſtom yourſelves to pray after that manner, 
and with ſuch qualifications as ye have heard this day ; for 
thus ye will improve in all ſuch pions, devout, and god-like 
diſpoſitions, and ſocial affections, as become the children of 
God. Your knowledge, your good and right defires, your 
holy fear and love of God, your truſting in him, with all _ 
: | ial 


927 

Atl ieiciis towards him; your love to one another, and 
to all his people, will all be enlarged, enlivened, and grow 

up to greater perfection. Then, chink, your prayers will 


* never be a burden to you; but rather the rational exerciſe, 


and delightful entertainment of your ſouls. I ſhall only add 
one particular direction: Seek earneſtly of God the Father, 


that, for Chriſt's ſake, he would give you the Holy Spirit of 


. Promiſe, the ſpirit of grace and ſupplieation; for it is the 
Holy Spirit that helpeth our infirmities, and enables us to 
pray as we ought. Then, thus aſſiſted, ye ſhall worſhip God 
in ſpirit and.in truth, acceptably : for the Father ſeeketh ſuch 
to worſhip him. 

But leaving this. digreſſion, let us Ker on. 

+ Paſt. © Well" then, do ye not all delire to be happy? 

Boys. Yes, we do. | 

Paſt, What is it to be happy? 

Boys. They ſay any thing is happy, when it gets its de- 
ha ſatisfied, and is well-pleaſed. 

Paſt. Well, that is ſome notion of happineſs. in general. 
Tell me next what it is makes 1 rational creatures, ſuch as we 
are, perfectly happy ? . 

Boys. — — Paſtor. 5 ſilent! At length one 
of them ſays, The enjoyment of G 0 

Paſt. Well, then, WI do ve in by that? of how can 
we enjoy God? can ye tell m ? 

Boys. They who taught us to ey that word 85 it may 
be, tell. 

Paſt. And they ought indeed t to have told you; for tho? 
ye ſhould tell. ſeveral good words, like this, of which ye do 
not underſtand the meaning, ye are 1 8 the wiſer of your 

Saying them. 5 

Boys. But we hope you in | | 

Paſt. Our enjoying of God, is our 1 vor in a ſtate of fa- 
vour and fellowſhip with him, as our friend. 

Boys. We underſtand it better now; yet we deſire to hear 
more of it. 

Paſt, There are ſeveral particulars included iy it; I ſhall 

name but two at the time. iſt. That God be fo pleaſed with 
us. 2d. That we be fully ſenſible of it, ſo as that we be 
well- pleaſed, ſatisfied, and content, delighting therein for 
ever. | C | ; oys. 
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Boys. That ſeems to be the greateſt happineſs of all. 

Paſt. J grant, indeed, that tho? the ſenſe and knowledge of 
God's love to us be not the whole of our happineſs, or ſalva- 
tion ; yet it is ſuch an unparalleled bliſs in itſelf, ſuch an ef. . 
ſential. part, and neceſſary ingredient of true happineſs, as it 
is impoſſible for a rational ſoul, either to be happy without 
it, or miſerable with i it. But is "this happineſs your ſtate and 
condition ? 

Boys. No, it is not; ; it may be our firſt parents were in 
a ſtate like that, before they ſinned and fell from it ; but we 
are in a ſtate of £ and miſery. _ 

Paſt. True, our firſt parents were in a "condition fit for 
communion and fellowſhip with God, which they then enjoy- 
ed ; their natures being holy and conformable to the holy 
image of God; but all this they loſt, when they ſinned ; ſo 
they and we fell into that ſtate of miſery. Now, What is 
that ſtate of miſery? Anſwer as in the Catechiſm: All man- 


kind by their fall, &. Now, you fee this is the reverſe of 


the happineſs we were ſpeaking of. 

Boys. Yes, it is. | 

Paſt. But what i is the cauſe of all this miſery? | 

Boys. Sin. 

Paſt. True; but ye ſhould ſay our ſin, or our Gifted; a 
for we are all ſinners, and ſo, the children of wrath by na- 
ture, one as well as another. What is the account ak Ca- 
techiſm gives of our ſinfulneſ? | 

Boys. The ſinfulneſs of that eſtate, &c. | 

Paſt. Does not this ſinfulneſs exclude ſinners from true 
happineſs, and ſubje& them to all miſery 3 1 | 

Boys. We think ſo. But Paſtor. But what ? 

Boys. We would, it may be, underſtand it better, if you | 
would pleaſe to tell us how it comes to be ſo. 

Paſt. Would you have me to tell you how our ſinfulneſs 


_ excludes us from happineſs, and ſubjects us to miſery ? 


Boys. Yes, yes; that's it. | 
| Paſt. This it does chiefly two ways: 1ſt; As it is a tranf. - 


greſſion of God's holy law, whereby we become enemies 


againſt God, and ſo forfeit his favour and friendſhip, fall un- 
der his juſt diſpleaſure and wrath, and the curſe and condem- 


- nation of the law ; of the law not fulfilled ; whereby we are 


bound 


* 


- 
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Pound over to difervid' Mach, and everlatiing daſtr lan- 


2dly.' As it is the corruption of our natures.—Ye look as if 


ye wanted to ſay ſomething : Do ye underſtand me? 
Boys. We do not well underſtand that word, The corrup- 
tion of our natures. VE 
Paſt, I grant our Shorter Catechiſm ſays not much to ex- 
plain it; yet it tells you that this corruption is the ſource of 
all actual tranſgreſſions, which is a great evil. | 
Boys. But we cannot tell how it cauſeth ſuch evil _ 
Paſt. There are ſeveral in the houſe, now hearing us, who 
ean tell you that very well: for they have it in the Larger 
Catechiſm which they repeat, Queſtion 25th. And you may 
ſee it as clearly expreſſed in the fourth paragraph, Chap. 6. 
Confeſſion of Faith. But until you have leiſure to look out 
theſe, I ſhall give you a ſhort account of it. It is our natu- 
ral averſeneſs from the love and practice of holineſs, and our 


proneneſs to ſin and wickedneſs. This habitual alienation 


from holineſs, and inclination to ſin, is the corruption of our 
natures, the fountain and ſpring of all our actual ſin, in thought, 
word, or deed: This makes us vile, unclean, and loathſome, 
in the ſight of a pure and holy God; and ſo it excludes us 
from communion and fellowſhip with him, as the leproſy ex- 
cluded the Lepers from the clean camp of Iſrael, and cauſed 
them to be ſhut up in an unclean place. Now? ye know how 

our ſinfulneſs deprives us of our happineſs, and is the cauſe of 
all our miſeries. ; | & 


Boys. Yes, much better than we did before you told us. 


Paſt, Hence ye may learn the neceſſity of holineſs, and that 
ye cannot be ſaved from miſery, and be happy, unleſs ye be 
| ſaved from ſin, the cauſe of all evil. PER 


Boys. Yes, if we had been ſaved from linning, we would 


have been ſaved from miſery, and been happy; but we do not 


underſtand what you mean by our being ſaved from lin, now 


that we really are ſinners. 


Paſt. By this I mean, 1ſt. That all our ſins and tranſgreſ- | 


ſions, whereby we are expoſed to God's jult diſpleaſure and 
wrath, be freely pardoned, and fully forgiven us, ſa as we be 
received into a ſtate of reconciled peace, favour and friend. 
| ſhip with God for ever. 2dly. That our corrupt natures be 


renewed, after the image of God, ſo as we may be made meet 


and qualified for enjoying "communion and fellowſhip with 
him. This is to be ſaved from our ſins. | 


C 2 | | Boys, | 
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Boys. We underſtand the meaning now; but theſe things. 
are ſo very great, few perhaps can expect to have them; 
tho ſome very rare and ſingular ſaints may. 

Paſt. But I would have you to know, you muſt have them ; 
otherwiſe ye cannot be ſaved, or eſcape everlaſting puniſh. 
ment... 2 
Ne How may we come to be ſo happy as to have 
them? 

ed already from the leſſer children, that ſin 
ners cannot ſave themſelves, and that God can, if he pleaſe; 
and now ye know that our ſin is rebellion againſt God; 
and yell readily join us if we ſay, Who can forgive ſin but 
God only? Ye know alfo that our corruption in nature makes 
us vile in God's ſight ; ſo ye may be convinced that, if any 
ſinner be to be 15 ved, it muſt be of God's good will and 
pleaſure, his firſt free and great mercy to the Fi inner. 5 

Boys We think that cannot be denied: but how he ſaves 

ſinners, we cannot ſo well tell. 
Paſt. You heard ſomething of God's willingneſs, and his 
way of ſaving ſinners, from the men that told you what more 
the ſcriptures teach than what nature's. light does; ; Do ye 
remember ought of it? 

Boys. We wind it was told, God ſo loved the world, that 
he ſent-his only begotten Son - that the Son loved us, and | 
gave himſelf for us: but hearing i it but once, we cannot re- 
peat what we heard, or give any good account of it. 
Paſt. God faves all his people through the "mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only Redeemer ; and by the gracious ope- 
rations.of the Holy Ghoſt, the only ſanctifier of the church 
and people of Gd. 

' Boys. Can nobody have God's peace ad favour, unleſs 
redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt ? . 

 'Pait None; for our Lord ſays, I am the way, the truth, 

and the life; no man cometh to the Father but by me. And, 

ſays Peter, Neither is there ſalvation in any other: for 
© there is none other name, under heaven, given among men, 
© whereby we mult be ſaved; ES 

Boys. Has nobody the benefit of Chriſt's redemption for 
falyation, but they that are ſanctified by the Holy Ghoſt? 

Paſt, None indeed: for God has choſen his people to ſal- 

3 rey > 


V 32; + 
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vation, In fanfiicarion of the Spirit, and belief of the 


truth. For without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

Boys. It ſeems theſe are neceſſary things. 

Paſt. By this time ye can tell me the anſwer of an uſual 
queſtion, yiz. What are theſe three things, agreeable to the 
+ Chriſtian faith, without which none of the ſinful ſeed of Adam 
can be ſaved; "and having which no ſoul can be loſt? 

Boys. The great mercy of God, the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the ſanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit. 

' Paſt. If this be the Chriſtian faith, we may demand divine 
authority, i. e. ſcripture warrant for it But ſuppoſing you 
may not be ſo well furniſhed with ſuch at the time, I ſhall 
direct you to two or three portions of ſcripture, which ye 
* to us juſt now, as you ſtand in order: 

e firſt boy reads Eph. chap. i. from the 3d to the [ 5th 
verſe ; chap. ii. from the 1ſt to the 8th verſe. _ 

The ſecond reads Tit. chap. ii. from the. 11th to the 15th 
. verſe; cha — iii. from the 3d to the 7th verſe. 

Paſt. he 
may repeat them the next time we catechiſe. 


Boys. Are there not other ſcriptures that teach the ſame 


things too? 
2 Theſ. xi. 13, &c. But if once ye had theſe few, ye have 
now read, well ingrafted in your minds, you will be better 
prepared to obſerve and underſtand thoſe other ſcriptures that 
ſpeak to the ſame purpoſe. Can ye now tell me, What is 


that happineſs, or ſalvation, which ſinners have need of, and 


all ſaints ſhall enjoy? . 
Boys. Though we know ſome of theſe things, we do not 
think we can ſay them right without help. 
Paſt. A general ſhort account of it may be to this purpoſe. 
It is our being by grace made meet for, and favoured with 
the enjoyment of that bleſt communion and fellowſhip with 
od, as our friend, or rather as. our reconciled God and 
father, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, for ever and ever. 
Boys. That account ſuppoſes we are not by nature fit for 
communion with God; and that God is not reconciled to ſin- 
ners, but through Jeſus * 
Paſt. I 28 theſe are e as you lay, and "ay glad 


9 8 | to 


— 


ſe I recommend to you to get by heart, that ye 


Paſt, Yes, a great many, ſuch as John iii. 16. Acts i 2. 
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> 22 : „ 
do find you thus improving in right notions of neceſſary things. 
' You have done all very well. Sit down now, and hear what 
may be ſaid to others, and what ye can learn from them, 


8 ECT. I. | 
ASTOR, Come forward all ye unmarried people. The 
Jade and girls appear 5 SS CLE SES SS all theſe 
having anſwered queſtions put to them through the Shorter, 
and many of them through a good part of the Larger Cate- 
chiſm, the paſtor ſays, Stop: you are able to repeat a preat 


deal more than my time will allow me to hear. And 1 


aſked them all round ſeveral queſtions, by anſwering whic 
they ſhew that they have ſome notion of ſuch things as they 
repeated, the paſtor ſays, ſit down lads, until I ſpeak a few 
words to the girls. | | 

Paſt. You heard our diſcourſe with the younger ſort ; 
I know you would more eaſily underſtand it than they could 
be expected to do, at firſt, What do ye remember of it? 

Girls. We remember you ſpoke of the natural powers and 


capacities we are endewed with ; of the ufe and improvement 


we ſhould make of them, in the practice of the duties we owe 
to God and man. You ſpoke alſo of being ſaved from ſin, as 
neceſſary for being happy ; and of being deer by the mercy 
of God, the merits of Chriſt, and grace of the Holy Spirit. 
Paſt. Though divine revelation often ſpeaks of the work 
of our ſalvation, as the work of God, as it were in general, 
without mention of the different perſons of the Holy Trinity, 
all concerned therein; and that juſtly enough too: the divine 
nature being one and the ſame in each perſon: yet the ſame 
ſacred records ſhew abundantly, that there are different parts 
of that great work more properly aſcribed, as it were ſepa- 
rately, to each of the perſons. And as your Catechiſms are 


pretty diſtinct in aſcribing what is proper to the Father, and 


then to the Son, and laſtly to the Holy Spirit; ſo, at former 
occaſions, ye uſed to tell theſe particulars, as you have them 
in your queſtion books. | : 

Girls. We remember that, and that it is ſaid, The Father 


loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand: 
Hs $ 


That 


Lag. 
be 
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That he ſent him into the world, that the world by him 
might be ſaved. But we deſire to hear you tell us how our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaves his people. | | | 
Paſt. Jeſus Chriſt, as mediator and ſurety engaged, redeems 
his people, and precures ſalvation for them, by his perfect 
obedience, and painful ſufferings ; and by his friendly inter- 
ceſſion for them. This is an anſwer to your queſtion in few 


words: does it not ſatisfy you? | 


Girls. We believe it may be very good; but we think it 
ſhort enongh. 7 | | SE 
*. Paſt. True, and the eaſier for your memory: and for a 


larger explication, I refer you to your Confeſſion of Faith 


and Catechiſms. And in the mean time, a few of many ſcrip- 
tures that prove what is now ſaid, will be no bad enlarge- 
ment for you. Our Lord tells you, © That he comes not to 
© deſtroy the law and the prophets ; but to fulfil : That it be- 
© came him to fulfil all righteouſneſs : That he did always 
thoſe things that pleaſe the Father.” And ſays the apoſtle, 
As by one man's diſobedience many were made ſinners ; ſo 
by the obedience of one, ſhall many ve made righteous. 
He became obedient to death, even the death of the croſs. 
He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions ; he was braiſed for 
our iniquities : the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, 
and by his ſtripes we are healed. He made reconciliation 
for iniquity, and brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs. The 
Son of man came to give his life a ranſom for many. And 
he ſays, This is my blood, which is ſhed for many, for the. 
remiſſion of ſins. And I lay down my life for my ſheep. 
The apoſtle ſays, Chriſt our Paſſover was ſacrificed for us. 
Chriſt hath loved us, and given himſelf for us, an offering 
and ſacrifice to God of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour. He hath 
appeared to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Chriſt 

was once offered to bear the ſins of many. We were not 
redeemed with corruptible things—but with the precious 
blood of Chriſt. He hath once ſuffered for ſins, the ju 

for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to God. The blood 
of Jeſus Chrift his Son cleanſeth us from all fin. In whom 
we have redemption by his blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins. 


a 15 © By his own blood he entered into the holy place, having 


obtained eternal redemption for us. We have an * 
ID | | with 


— - — 
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| { 24 ) 
7 with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous. Wherifire | 


© he is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, that come unto 
God through him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
n 

Girls. We think theſe ſcriptures clearly prove that Jeſus 
Chriſt has procured ſalvation to his people by his holy obe- 
dience, and by his great ſufferings and death; and alſo by his 
interceſſion for them. But how comes any body to have a 
faving intereſt in Chriſt, and the real enjoyment of that ſalva- 
tion he hath purchaſcd ? ? 

Paſt, The ſame grace that appointed our ſalvation to be 
purchaſed and procured for us by Jeſus Chriſt, has alſo ap- 
pointed a ſuitable method of attaining a right and intereſt in 
It ; the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of it ; ſo as our happineſs may 
be compleat. 

Girls. We'll think ourſelves b if we could know that 
method. 

Paſt. And, when ye know it, I'll think ye are happy oy 
if ye comply with | = | 

Girls. You may, however, let us hear what it Is. : 

_ Paſt. The ſame Lord. Jeſus Chrilt, our Mediator, Redeem- 
er and Saviour, who humbled himſelf low to purchaſe and 
procure ſalvation for us, is exalted to the poſſeſſion of all 

| Power and authority over all things in heaven and in earth ; 
and is endowed with all fulneſs and ſufficiency, -in order to 
convey and communicate to us this purchaſed ſalvation ; ſo. as 
that we may have ſure right to it, intereſt in it, and the full 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment of it. For God has bighly exalt- 
ed him, and given him a name above every name. Him 
>" hath God exalted with his right hand, a Prince and a Sa- 
* viour, to give repentance to fleet and forgiveneſs of ſins. 
For the Father hath given him power over all fleſh, that 
© he ſhould give eternal life to as many as he, the Father, hath 
given him. 5 
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SECTION II. 
Gr How does Jeſus Chriſt communicate. this ſalva- 


tion to his people, ſo as that 8 may obtain an intereſt 
in it, &c.? 


Paſt, - 


ta z 

Paſt. By ſeyeral means, ſuch as his providence, his word, 
and his ſpirit: all theſe he makes work togrehar for that 
purpoſe. 

" Girls. How does the Divine Providence work for that 
purpoſe ? 

' Paſt. As he hath all power in benden and earth in his 
hand; ſo he orders our lot and circumſtances in the world: 
hence the means of education, the benefit of à preached 
goſpel ; hence each opportunity we have of retirement for 
acred devotion ; and hence the occaſions of chriſtian commu- 
nion and fellowſhip with the * of God, in public, or in 
private worſhip. 

Girls. How makes he the word à means of conveying his 
ſalvation to us? I 
Paſt. As he is our Lord and Ruler, bs gives commillion to 
ſome whom he has called and fitted for the purpoſe, to preach 
the goſpel to all mankind. * All power in heaven and earth, 
4 475 he, is given into my hand; go ye therefore, and teach 

all nations.” In the goſpel preached there is a method of 
grace, or a covenant of peace and reconciliation, propoſed to 
our acceptance; our hearty compliance with Which is re- 
quired. And as divine influence is always neceſſary to quali- 
fy us for the faith and practice of what the goſpel requires; 
To there are ſuitable means appointed, in uſe of which we are 
allowed to draw nigh to God, through Chriſt Jeſus, that out 
of his fulneſs we may rereive grace and aſſiſtance for every 
gracious purpoſe. 

Girls. What is that covenant of en you ſay is propoſed. 
to us? 

Paſt. It is God's gracious proclimation of peace and patdon 
to rebel ſinners of mankind, publiſhed by our Lord's autho- 
rity ; in which God offers to us full peace and reconciliation : 
with himſelf, with all true and,ſaving bleſſings, even unto 
| Iife eternal, in and through the Lord ſus C lig, the me- 
diator and ſurety of this covenant; unto which our hearty 
conſent and atceptance is poſitively required, in order to our 
having intereſt | in Chriſt and his ſalvation, thus, freely offered. 
_ Girls. One % them ſays, Is not this covenanting, and 
2 agreeing, ſometlling like faith, or believing in Chriſt? 

Paſt. WE 28 indeed, chat it is much the ſake. 
12 D Girls. 


| 
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Girls. You fay ſalvation is offered to us in and” through 

Jeſus Chriſt, we want to know, better yet, how that is? 

Paſt, We hereby mean, that' there is by divine appoint- 

ment, in the diſpenſation of grace, an union deſigned betwixt 

Chriſt and us, that ſo, in and through him as our head and 


Lord, we may receive all our ſalvation : * For it pleaſed the 


Father that in him all fulneſs ſhould dwell, that out of his 
* fulneſs all we might receive grace abundantly ; and that in 
© him we might be complete.” This union commences when 


we believe in him by that faith whereby Chriſt dwells in our 
hearts, and whereby we receive and reſt upon him alone for 


ſalvation. That this union is of God's free grace, and the 


| ſource of all ſaving benefits to his people, appears plainly ; 


I Cor. i. 30. Of him are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is 


made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanQification and re- 


© demptien.* For Chriſt is God's unſpeakable gift, in and 
with whom he freely gives us all things. And it may be fur- 
ther told you that through Chriſt, is much the ſame thing, as 
for his fake, or on his account. For we can have no peace 


or reconciliation with God, but through his mediation ; nor is 
there any faving benefit offered, or given us, but for his fake, 


who is our ſurety, has paid our ranſom, and purchaſed our 
ſalvation, and appears in the preſence of God continually, as 
our Advocate with the Father, to obtain the out- giving of 
the bleſſings he hath purchaſed for us, and to communicate 

them to us by his ſpirit. And when, upon the ſcripture 
warrant, we heartily receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and his 
falvation, we thus conſent to the goſpel covenant ; and this 
may be called our perſonal agreement with Chriſt: for thus 
we come unto him as he calls, taking his yoke upon us, ang + 
devoting ourſelves to his ſervice. Thus, alſo we commit our- 

ſelves to his care, and truſt on him always as our ſufficient | 
Saviour. Thus have I ſhewn you how we get intereſt in 
Chriſt and his ſalvation ; and how all our falvation, in whole 
and every part, for time and eternity, comes to us in and 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our head and Lord, and mediator. in 
the covenant ; for all the promiſes in him are yea, and amen. 


And I add, hence it is that our believing ſouls center on God 


in Chriſt alone for ſalvation ; contentedly ſettled and reſting 
on him, as our ſatisfying portion for ever. , Do ye under- 
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ſtand any better now, how ſalvation is offered and given in 
and through Jeſus Chriſt? | 

Girls. „ * we do, and we're glad we propoſed the queſ- 
tion; for we are greatly pleaſed with what we have heard, 
Is not this the way we get intereſt in Chriſt? 

Paſt. Indeed it is the way ; thus ye'll attain to an intereſt 
in Chriſt, and his righteouſneſs too: for Chriſt is the end of 
"the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. 

Girls. What is that righteonſneſs? 
 Paft. That righteouſneſs of Chriſt is the merit of his 9" 
dience, ſufferings, and interceſſion for his people, as mediator | 
and ſurety of the new covenant. This mediatorial righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt js, becauſe of the excellency of his perſon, 
of infinite worth and value in God's ſight : wherefore God 
the Father ſays, © This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
< well pleaſed!” And if we have intereſt in this righteouſneſs, 
we ſhall, on account thereof, be accepted in the beloved. 

Girls. What other benefits have we by haying an intereſt 
in Chriſt and his righteouſneſs? 

Paſt. Intereſt in his purchaſe ; which includes all the bleſſed 
privileges contained in our juſtification, adoption, ſanctifica- 
tion, grace and glory; with all things needful to make us 
perfect, and completely happy. 


SECTION III. 


Paſt. 1 HERE is yet another queſtion I think ye ſhould | 
have aſked. © 2 
Girls, What is that queſtion? | 
_ Paſt. By this time, I thought ye might have enquired, 
What obligations come we under by virtue of our compliance 
with the goſpel method of life? and by reaſon of thoſe great 


2 intereſts which we have by faith in Jeſus Chrift ? 


Girls. We heard you tell the children, that by virtue of 
our natural capacities, we are under obligations to live to the 
honour of God, and happineſs of mankind ; in religion and 
virtue, in duty to God and man. 

Paſt. But are not theſe obligations unſpeakably increaſed 
by that grace which redeems D ſaves us? that brings us 2 

| | 2 1 


| 15 ( 28 J: | 
of an Pur of ſin and miſery, ard brings us into an eſtate of ; 
grace and ſalvation ?' 

Girls. That's clear : and for that reaſon we think the fine 
of believers, in that happy ſtate, are far more heinous and 
hateful in God's light, Te” the like evils done by - other 
people. | 

Paſt. I remember now * of you uſed to tell me fas 
and I own Pm much of your opinion, which, I think, may be 
much confirmed by the holy ſcriptures aſſuring us, that one 
great deſign of the divine grace abounding to us in the goſpel 
way, is our holineſs. This ſeems to be the ec dee de- 
ſign of our election in Chriſt, before the world began, and 
the intended purpoſe of all che great and precious promiſes; 
and agreeable enough to the word of God, our holineſs being 
the perfection of our nature, may be ſaid to be, at leaſt, one 
great deſign of all our Redeemer did and ſuffered for us; 
even as the intention of his example in holy life was, that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps, and walk as he walked. | 

Can our. redemption be complete, think ye; unleſs we by 
redeemed from our iniquities, ſo as to be made holy? or can 
our ſalvation conſiſt with ſuch a horrible defect, as the want 

of holineſs would be??? 
| Girls. No, ſure it cannot: but we deſire to hear fome of | 
the ſcriptures that ſpeak to that purpoſe. - | 

Paſt. Our Lord faid to his diſciples, As the Father level | 
© me, ſo have I loved you: continue ye in my love.“ The- 
apoltle ſays, * The love of Chriſt conſtraineth us: he died for 
call, that they who live, ſhould not henceforth live untd 
themſelves, but .unto him who died for them, and roſe 
again, As God hath faid, 1 will dwell in them, and walk 
in them, and. I-will be their God, and they ſhall be my 
people. Touch not the unctean thing ; ; and ] will receive 
you, and will be a father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ſons | 
and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty. Having there- 
fore theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthi- 
neſs of the fleſh and of the ſpirit, perfecting holineſs in the 
fear of God, According as he hath choſen us in him, be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that we ſhould be holy 
and without blame before him in love. For the grace of 

God, n n * 1 N to all men, 
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© teaching us that, denying ungodlineſs and worldly Juſts, 

_ © we ſhould live ſoberly, rigtiteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
© world ; looking for that bleſſed, hope, and the glorious ap- 

« pearance of the great God, and our Saviour. Jeſus Chriſt: 

*.who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all 


© iniquity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people, zeal- 


©. ous of good works. He that faith, He abideth in him, ought 
6. alſo to walk as he walked. As he who hath called you is 


© holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of converſation. Follow 


peace with all men and holineſs, without which no man 
© ſhall ſee the Lord.“ e . | 
But why cite particular texts? Is not this the ſcope and 
aim of all divine revelation, in both Old and New Teſtaments? 
all is pure, and tends to make us holy. Thus, may you ſee 
your obligations to a life of faith and holineſs. 
Girls. This we ſee, and that with a witneſs; our obliga- 
tions to live a holy life, eſpecially after our believing in Chriſt: 


but will we be in any better condition for ſuch a life after, 


than we were in before we believed in Chriſt ? 


Paſt, A far better condition indeed; for true believers are ' 


new creatures in Chriſt, and thereby framed and difpoſed for. 
a new life. The apoſtle tells the believing Epheſians, © We 
are created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which God 
© hath before-ordained that we ſhould walk in them.“ 80 
now, in Chriſt ye have both righteouſneſs and ſtrength, which 
ye had not before ye believed: for now ye have repentance, 
whereby ye are alienated from ſin, and inclined to holineſs ; 
ye have faith, whereby ye can apply unto Chriſt your Lord, 
and depend upon him for aſſiſtance in duty, and acceptance 
with God. O, happy ſtate of life! for though ye cannot in 


this world attain to perfection in holineſs ; yet, through Jeſus 
_-- Chriſt, and his grace aſſiſting, ye can attain to ſuch ſort of 


obedience as will be an acceptable ſervice, well- pleaſing un- 


to God: your Lord's grace is ſufficient for you, and ye are 


accepted in the beloved. 5 
Girls. We are much ſatisfied with what we have heard; 
and we have only two queſtions more to propoſe. 
Paſt. Well, let us hear what is the firlt ? | | 
_ Girls, Will they all be ſaved, and get to heaven, that be- 
. Heve in Chriſt, and ſerve him? 8 be 

* Paſt, Yes, they will. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, 
555 EEE | | ö He 
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e He that heareth my word, and believeth on him FO ſent 


c me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into condemna- 
* tion; but is paſſed from death unto life. For God ſo loved 
© the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
© foever believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but have ever. 
< laſting life. And the Son, having ſuffered, became the 
© author of eternal life to all them that obey him; » There- 


fore the goſpel proclamation is, Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 1 | 


/ I 
What is your next queſtion ? 


Girls. Will none elſe be ſaved but 45 oh that believe'in the 


a Lord Jeſus Chriſt? |, 


Paſt. None of thoſe come to the years of diſcretion, who 
have the benefit of goſpel light, and do not obey it, or do 


not believe in Chriſt, can be ſaved, but muſt inevitably periſh, 


Girls. We would be glad to hear you ſpeak a little more 
to that yet ; becauſe ſome folks ſpeak doubtingly of that, as 
if 1 it were not ſo very certain. 

Paſt, I ſhall not detain you in ſpeaking ought about it; 
but only to mention a few of theſe ſcriptures, which convince 
me, that what I have told you is not a dubious opinion ; but 


a certain truth. 


Girls. We'll gladly hear theſe : perhaps we'll more cally 
underſtand them than a long diſcourſe. 

Paſt. Our Lord ſaid unto the apoſtles, © Go ye into all the 
* world and preach the goſpel to every creature, He that 
© believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that be- 


'< lieveth not, ſhall be damned.“ John, the beloved diſciple, 
"rells us, © This is the record, that God hath given to us 


« eternal life; and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
© Son, hath life ; but he that hath not the Son of God, hath 
not life.” And in the goſpel he ſays, © He that believerh 
© on the Son, hath everlaſting life; and he that believeth 
© not the Son, ſhall not ſee Fife ; but the wrath of God 
© abideth on him. He that believeth on him, is not con- 
demned: but he that believeth not, is condemned already, 
becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the only be- 
* gotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that 
© light is come into the world, and men loved darkneſs 


— 9 rather than light, becauſe their deeds were evil.“ Next, 


you 


| E 
you may hear the teſtimony of the apoſtle Paul, who ſays, 
If our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that are loſt; 
© in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
Jof them that believe not, leſt the light of the glorious 
« goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image the inviſible God, 
© ſhould ſhine unto them. The Lord Jeſus ſhalb be re- 
© vealed from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming 
« fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
+ © obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; who ſhall be 
* puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of 
© the Lord, and from the glory of his power.? 
Now, you may ſit down, and let the lads come forward. 


+» G&H:A.P:ME:.: 
e F. 1. To 


Paſt. NI OW, lads, ye have heard our conference, What 
I M do ye remember of it? try if ye can repeat the 
general heads of it. „ Oy WE MT EL 
Lads. We remember you told how Jeſus Chriſt procured 
ſalvation for his people, by his obedience, his ſufferings an 
interceſſion for them—how Jeſus, our exalted Lord, com- 
municateth this ſalvation, by his providence, his word, and 
ſpirit. You ſpoke of the goſpel. covenant; our complying 
with it ; our cloſing with Chrilt by faith : of the great inte- 
reſt that follows; and obligations to duties, ro which you told 
of ſome great encouragements, and of the certainty. of ſalva- 
tion to believers. in Chriſt; and of great deſtruction to un- 
believers. This laſt was proven by ſtrong words of ſcripture. 
Paſt. Well, have ye any thing farther to enquire?” 
Lads. You have not yet told how Jeſus Chriſt communi- 
cates ſalvation by his ſpirit. | OO, 
Paſt. As our Lord promiſed, ſo he ſends the Holy Spirit 
in due time, to make us comply with the goſpel method, and 
to qualify us for performing. the duties, and enjoying the 
bleſſings of that covenant. * Being by the right hand of 
© God exalted, and having received of the Father the pro- 
< miſe of the Holy Spirit, he hath ſhed forth this, which 
* ye now ſee and hs ſays the apoſtle Peter, 


. Lads, 
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goſpel covenant, which you call the method of grace? 


Lads. How does the Spirit make us to comply with the 


\ Paſt, For this end the Holy Spirit works ſuch gracious 
effects as theſe : 1ſt. He renews our nature into the likeneſs of 
the image of God, in knowledge, righteouſneſs, and true 
holineſs; hereby he opens our underſtandings to ſee the evil 


of our diſeaſe, our fin and miſery, and the fitneſs of the re- 


medy propoſed in the goſpel. Hereby is the law of God 


written in our hearts: our hearts are ſhaped out to the whole 
will of God. 2d. He diſpoſes and enables the new creature 
heartily to comply with all the terms of peace in the goſpe 
covenant; and fo to embrace Jeſus Chriſt in all the relations, 
and for all the purpoſes for which he is offered'to us in the 
goſpel. Thus we commence believers in Chriſt. The work, 
carried thus far, is by ſome called, Converſion, _ 

Lads, We think it looks ſomething like effectual calling. 

Paſt, And I think it is juſt the ſame. ' | 


* 


3d. As a third effect, the Holy Spirit works in us at the 
ſame time, it may be conſidered, the ſeeds of eyery grace, he 


ows in our nature; ſuch as faith, love, hope, &c. Hence 
I find, as renewed ſouls in holy writ are ſaid to be born of 
the Spirit; ſo their particular graces, and chriſtian virtues, are 
called, The Fruit of the Spirit, Ce bon „ 


Here begins a Digreſſion concerning Union and Com- 


munion with Chriſt, which ends with a ſhort Ac- 
count of the Communion of Saints, 


NOW, can ye tell me, What are the benefits immediately 
conſequent upon ſuch a work of God's Spirit? 3 


Lagds. Our Shorter Catechiſm ſays, The Spirit unites us to 
Chriſt in our effectual calling; and the Larger Catechiſm 


. 


ſpeaks alſo of our enjoying union and communion with him, 


But theſe things ſeem to us very myſterious. 


Paſt. Nor ſhall J pretend to explain them: for, as the 


manner of the divine operations are all above explication, ſo 
the great privileges that accrue to us, through theſe exertions 
of divine grace, may include far more excellence in them 
than our ſhallow capacities can comprehend, But how do 


* 
j 
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e know there is any ſuch thing as union between-Chriſt and | 


lievers 2? 


Lads. The word of God ſpeaks often of Chriſt being in" 
us, and we in him; and of his Spirit dwelling in us, and the 


like, . 


Paſt. True, and believers are ſaid to be an habitation of 


God through the Spirit, and their bodies the temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt, What ſays your Confeſſion of Faith to this 
point of doctrinee | | 11280 

Lads. The Confeſſion ſpeaks of the ſaints being united to 
| Jeſus Chriſt their head, by his Spirit, and by faith. 
Paſt. Yes, the 26th chapter begins ſo ; and, I think, the proof 
adduced is Eph. iti, 16. 17. where the apoſtle prays for the 
believing Epheſians, that God would ſtrengthen them with 


might in the inner man, that Chriſt might dwell in their 


hearts by faith. Hence ſome call theſe two, the Spirit of 


Chriſt in us, and our faith in him, the two Bands of this 
Union. . 


Lads. May not love be of ſome uſe in this matter, as well 


AS faith 2 | 5 - \ 
Paſt. So I think: for the faith that avails herein muſt be a 


faith that works by love; and has therefore ſuch a fitneſs in it, 


as to co-operate towards the commencement of this union, by 
ſtrong attachment to the beloved object; ſo, in like manner, 
to continue the ſame by an affectionate adherence, cleaving 
faſt to Jeſus Chriſt who is altogether lovely, And ſome are 
ſo bold as to aver, that Chriſt's love to us, and our love to 
him, compoſe the ſweeteſt cement in that union. Do ye re- 
member any of the reſemblances of this union, mentioned in 
the ſcriptures? f 


Lads. It is reſembled to the union between the head and the 


members of the body, and to that betwixt a growing tree 
and its branches; with ſeveral other ſimilitudes. 

Paſt. Such notices of ſpiritual and heavenly things are 
given us in earthly emblems, to help our weak minds to ſuch 
a meaſure of knowledge as ſerves rather to confirm our faith 
of the reality of momentous truths, than in any wiſe to gra- 
tify a vain curioſity in myſteriops enquiries. 1 find indeed 
that ſome pleaſe themſelves in conſidering this union as of two 
different ſorts, calling it a two-fold union, and alledging, that 
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as we have by nature a two-fold union with Adam; fo, by 
grace, a two-fold union with Jeſus Chriſt. 

Lads.. By what names do they diſtinguiſh theſe different 
ſorts of nion? 
Paſtg They call the one, a relative and covenant union: 
the other, a real ſpiritual, and ſo a more near and intimate 
And, according to the ſame alluſion, they add, that, 
as the children of men have a relative union with Adam, by 
virtue of the covenant of works; ſo true believers fe a re. 
lative union with Chriſt, by virtue of the enen of 
for proof of which they adduce Rom. v. 12,1 
as all nations of men on earth, being made of! 
a natural union with Adam ; ſo true believers 
union with Chriſt, by virtue of his - Spinif * 
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And this they think agreeable enough to the apoſtles an 


49. And, I believe it may be grant- 
ed, chat; as from the firſt Adam we have a natural, ſo from 
the ſecond Adam we have a ſpiritual life. | 
have a corrupted finful nature; and of the latter, true be · is 
lievers have a renewed, a ſanctified and holy nature, 

Lads. How do they deſcribe that relative and covenant 


mind; 1 Cor. xv. 45. 


Of the former” we 


Paſt. This, they fay, is the ann of the covenant 
paction; raking i in the relations that Chriſt and believers do 
hereby come under to one another: ſuch as king and ſubjects, 
For by our compliance with the 
goſpel covenant, we are not only brought under the bond 
thereof; but Chriſt and we are mutually engaged to one an- 
other, according to the tenor of the covenant. 
Chriſt is couſidered as a head of government to his church; 
his body politic; and ſo to believers as members thereof. 
This union, by virtue of the covenant agreed to between 
Chriſt and his people, is ſometimes reſembled to that between 
huſband and wife; becauſe of the marriage covenant; for 
true believers are all eſpouſed to Chriſt, as one huſband. 

Lads. What account do they give of that they call A real 
and ſpiritual union? 

Paſt. This is ſaid to > be by the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling i in 
us; this inhabitation of the Spirit, being the immediate cauſe 
of our Ion, and 188 775 life; 1 to which, 


maſter and ſervants, &c. 


In this view, 


is 
iff 
4 
"TI 
7 
9 
% 
L 


. 


Ar 5 
+= -- 
2 


2 * 


£47 


2 — == 


13 3 


the apoſtle ſays, © Yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me ;' in this 
view Chriſt is conſidered as a head of ſpiritual influences to 
his church and people. Hence every gift and grace with 
which they are endowed ; for of his fulneſs, in whom all ful- 
| neſs dwells, have they all received grace for grace. And to 
this purpoſe you may underſtand the emblems you mention- 
ed; eſpecially our Lord's ſimile of the vine and its branches. 
And that this is a near and intimate union, may be alledged 
from the apoſtle” s ſaying, He that is joined to the Lord is 
one ſpirit.” Much more yet from our Lord's praying for 
believers, © That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me, and I in thee,. that they alſo may be one in us: 
| hence may one venture to ſay, This union is not only near 
and intimate; but in its nature inexpreſſible, and in its worth 
and value to believers, like the love of Chriſt, --it paſſeth 
knowledge. 
Lads. You ſay, Communion follows upon this union with 
Chriſt ; we'll gladly hear you tell us ſomething about that. 
| Paſt. This alſo may be conſidered as including a two-fold 
privilege. The firſt may be called a Communion of Intereſts, 
the conſequence of the covenant union, whereby Chriſt and 
the believer are mutually intereſted in one another's perſons, 
poſſeſſions, and intereſts whatever. For in this alſo it re- 
ſembles the marriage-covenant. The Apoſtle tells the be- 
lieving Corinthians, All things are yours, and ye are Chriſt's.” 
Thus we, in our meaſure, ſhare in his merits, his purchaſe, 
his honours. For believers are ſaid to be quickened, raiſed 
« up, and made to ſit together with Chriſt in heavenly places” 
and ſo to be ſharers with him, in his glory and honour, as 
their head and lord. Thus, a wife and children are, in their 
meaſure, partakers with their huſband and parent in the ho- 
nour and glory to which he is advanced. 
Lads. What is the other part of that communion believers 
have with Chriſt? | 
Paſt. The other which. they have by virtue of e ſpi- 
ritual union with Chriſt, may be called The Communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, or F ellowſhip of the Spirit of Chriſt, which, 
like the ſouth wind blowing on the garden, renews every 
grace in the heart, and is the believers inward comfort and 


aſſiſtance in the chriſtian life. Here it may be obſerved, that, 
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though all true believers are ſharers of the privilege; yet 


many of them ſeem to be under a miſtake, while they confine 


their narrow notiens of communion with Chriſt to ſomething: 
extraordinary, or at leaſt uncommon. For as our Lord, in 


his great grace, allows friendly intercourſe betwixt him and the 


godly in this world, and ſometimes enables the humbled ſoul, 
eſpecially in ſecret devotion, by the ſpirit of prayer, to pour 
out its heart · concerns before the Lord; as the greateſt, the 
beſt and ſureſt friend; and, by the fame ſpirit makes ſuch 
fouls feel their allowed accefs, be ſenſible of his love and fa- 
vour, and to ſee, claim, and delight in, their great intereſts ; 
and, at the ſame time, to receive ſuch other communications 
of the Spirit as beſt ſuit their condition' for their greateſt 
good and his glory; ſo theſe, and the like uncommon attain- 
ments, are the only things ſome people call Communion and 
Fellowſhip with Chriſt ; whereas, tho” they well deſerve that 
name, yet they are rather ſome of the more rare manifeſta- 
tions of a gracious divine preſence, and very remarkable in- 
ſtances of God's great loving-kindneſs to the perſons ſo fa- 
vourably entertained. Such rare entertainments may be eve- 
ry way as variable as the different conſtitutions and circum-. 
ſtances of the perſons affected. But after all, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that every true behever having an intereſt in 
the great falvation, by virtue of the covenant, and being led 
and aſſiſted in the way of his duty, both to God and man, by 
the gracious aids of the indwelling Spirit, doth really enjoy 
union and communion with Jeſus Chriſt ; though at the ſame 
time he may not be ſo ſenſibly affected with the light of the di- 
vine countenance, with enlarged views, and inward: feelings 
ſo lively and delightful. ; ; 

From this union and communion with Chriſt reſults the 


| communion of ſaints : they all being the body of which Chriſt 
is the head; They have fellowſhip one with another as mem- 


bers of the ſame body, are alt ſharers of the ſame Spirit, and 
have all a common intereſt in the large contents of the cove- 
nant, and fulneſs of Chriſt their head. Hence they are 
obliged, and ſome way inclined, in ſympathy arid love, to act 
for the common good, and mutual intereſts of one another. 
And in particular, hence may we learn our obligations to com- 
munion and fellowfhip together, both in public and private 
worſhip, 


E | 
worſhip, as occaſion calls; and ſo to maintain all the inſtitu- 
tions of worſhip and. divine-ſervice, conformable to tie word 
of God. 7 . 

This communion of ſaints is not to be confined to ſuch only 
as may chance to agree with us in every particular opinion, 
or mode of religion, not fo clearly determined in holy writ ; 
but that true Chriſtians, the moſt ſincere lovers of Chriſt and 
of one another, may have different ſentiments about them. 

Are not all theſe brethren ; children of the ſame father? Let 
brotherly love, therefore, continue among, Chriſtians, not- 
withſtanding ſuch like differences. But for a more full ac- 
count of the extent of this communion, and the duties be- 
longing to it; I refer you to your Confeſſion of Faith, 
Chap. xxvi. 5 | 
| Lads. If people would but think on theſe things, ſurely 
they would have more love to one another. 

Paſt. Due attention, indeed, might do much ; but love 
would be more effectually improved if joined by ſuitable prac- 


tice, for I have known ſome live together in ſuch Chriſtian 


fellowſhip as nurſed up their love ſo well, that, notwithſtand- 
ing the manifold infirmities and imperfections that too often 
marr the harmony of ſuch communion ; yet the comfort they 


had, in loving one another, did far exceed their other plea- 


ſures in this life; and may be ſaid to have been, next to the 
far more pure and perfect conſolation they enjoyed in com- 
munion and fellowſhip with their Lord. And ſome are of 
opinion there is ſome kind of ſibneſs betwixt theſe two, viz. 
the love of God, and of one another. For when a pious 
foul is favoured with the moſt heart-warming ſenſe of the 
love of God, then is the heart molt enlarged in affectionate 
love to all his people. „ | 
Lads. If the comforts of love in the communion of ſaints 
be ſo great in this world, Oh ! what will this be in heaven! 
Paſt. That the ſmall ſeeds of ſocial pleaſure, begun in this 
life, will in heaven be improven, and exceed what once it was, 
as manly wiſdom excels childiſh folly, need not be doubted. 
No ſeeds of corruption being to be found in that general 
_ aſſembly, where the ſpirits of juſt men are made perfect, ſure. 
ly there can be nothing there to leſſen, but every thing rather 
to excite, improve, and perpetuate their Ne to one — 
| | - An 
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And beſides all this, they are ever preſent with the Lord, 
where there is fulneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. 
Here their ſenſe of God's love to them, as well as their love 
to him, is made perfect, while they thus enjoy the fountain, 
viz. Divine love, their love to God and to one another can- 


17 


not fail. 
Hence learn, The more love we have to God, and one an- 
other, the better are we prepared for heaven, where all the 
inhabitants love one another, with pure hearts moſt fervently. 


Amen. Fo 
SECT O-N II. 


| * DS. What are theſe good diſpoſitions whereby, ye 


ſay, believers in Chriſt are qualified to perform their 

duty in the Chriſtian life, and to enjoy true happineſs ? 
Paſt. They are ſuch as may make us more and niore conform- 
able to the holy image of God, and heartily to agree to all his 
holy laws, and may be called heart and ſincere religion, as 
_ diſtinguiſhed from mere exterior conformities, and oppoſed to 

all hypocriſy and heart deceits. 
Lads. How is it called in common converſation ? 


| Paſt. It is called Grace, as being diſtinct from mere natural 
endowments ; and by divines, Our Inherent Righteouſneſs, as 
being an inward qualification, and real effect of the holy Spi- 


rit's ſanctifying work. 
Lads. But how is it called in the holy ſcriptures ? | 
. Paſt, It is, in the divine records, deſcribed by ſeveral dif- 
ferent words and phraſes; ſuch as, The Fear of the Lord, 


The Love of God, Repentance unto Life, Faith working by 


Love, A New Creature, New Heart, and New Spirit, &c. 
all ſignifying much the ſame thing, viz. Saving Grace. 
Lads, How are ſuch. good diſpoſitions preſerved, ſo as to 
continue throughout our life? The reaſon of our queſtion is, 
That we have obſerved ſeveral young men that ſeemed in their 
youth to be exceedingly well diſpoſed for religion, ſobriety 
and every other virtue, who afterwards joined themſelves 
with bad company, and ſoon became as graceleſs as their com- 
panions; and whatever virtues they now boaſt of, religion 
and ſobriety is with them, like old Almanacks, out of _ 


( 39 ) 


Paſt. Your own obſervation, I think, affords you, and all 


young people, a ſufficient warning, by all means to avoid bad 


company, as the moſt infectious plague of mankind. And I 
would further adviſe you to a careful and habitual exerciſe 
of every grace, and good diſpoſition: for theſe, like other 
habits, improve by due exerciſe, and decay through neglect. 
Lads. How ſhall we exerciſe theſe graces? <A os 
Paſt, By due uſe of means ; eſpecially on the Lord's day : 
and by prayer, habitual, occaſional, and ejaculatory. And 
laſtly, I beſeech you to do all in a conſtant dependence upon 


divine grace. 


Lads. Is this affitance neceſſary; or have believers any 


ground to expect it ſhall be granted as they ſhall need it? 


Paſt. So I think indeed: for the holy Spirit, who begins 


the good work, in your renovation and effectual calling, main- 


tains and carries on the ſame by renewed influences, reviving 
every grace and good diſpoſition in the heart of a well-behavs 


ing faint : for without the renewed influence of the Spirit of 
Chriſt, the good diſpoſitions into which we were formed, by 
the renovation of our natures, would all of them ſoon decay ; 


and we ſhould be like ſapleſs branches, dead, dry, and uſeleſs. . 


For as the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, except it a- 
e bide in the vi | | "2 i Lord, ex- 
ide in the vine, no more can ye,“ ſays our Lord, “ ex 


cept ye abide in me.” But, by the gracious communica- 
tions of the holy Ghoſt, the ſincere and dutiful believer is 
aſſiſted in the exerciſe of grace, and practice of duty, unto a a 
behaviour becoming the goſpel, acceptable and well-pleaſing 


to God, through Jeſus Chriſt. . Hence ſhall all things work 
together for good tg them that love God, and turn to their 
ſalvation, “ through their prayer and ſupply of the Spirit of 
« Jeſus Chriſt.” Thus are the children of God enabled to 
£0 on in the ſtrength of God their Lord : for he will not 
eave nor forſake them, until he make perfect that which con- 
cerns them: for he that begins the good work in them, 
will perform it until the day of Jeſus. Chrift.? And thus 
are we * kept by the power of God through faith unto ſal- 
vation.“ | OE VE, 

Lads. We are now pretty much ſatisfied as to this our laſt 
queſtion. | | | | | 
: Paſt, And, I think, you way be as much ſatisfied "A re- 
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—_ ſpect to your main een, Which was, How does ch "oo =: 
3 communicate ſalvation to his people by his Spirit? a 5 
| Lads. We are; and we think what has been ſaid for a an- >. 
3 ſwer will afford much ſatisfaction to true believers. 5 * 
| | Paſt. And by this time are ye not convinced that all firing 
E” benefits come to us in a diſpenſation of great grace, in a ſpe- 
| cial channel of divine communications ? ; 
Lads. Yes, we are perſuaded that all ſaving bleſſings flow 
5 from the fountain of God's free love, and come to us t rough : | 
| the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, and the gracious operations of be 
the holy Ghoſt, whereby God's people are renewed after the HM 
image of God, enabled to comply with the goſpel call, obtain © 
an intereſt in Chriſt and his ſalvation, are received into God's 
reconciled peace and favour, and are bleſt with the fellowſhip 
= and communications of the holy Spirit. Hence true believers 
are more and more diſpoſed, and affiſted, to live a life of faith 
x and holineſs, till at laſt they receive the end of their faith, 
the ſalvation of their fouls. | 
Paſt. And upon the faith of the few ſcriptures you heard 
= the -boys read, with many others which ſpeak to the ſame I's 
| purpoſe, one may venture to ſay, This ſeems to be the goſpel-. 
method of grace and ſalvgtion, the way that all- perfect 
oodneſs and unerring wiſdom hath choſen, the way that the 
ſovereign Lord of heaven and earth hath fixed upon to bring 
ſalvation to periſhing ſinners of the ſinful ſeed of Adam. 
This, like Jacob's ladder, opens à communication betwixt 
heaven and earth: for thus doth God, as it were, deſcend + 
to us through Jeſus- Chriſt the Mediator : for as God was in 
Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf, ſo he ſheds on us the _. 
holy Spirit abundantly, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour ; - 
that we, being led ” the Spirit, may return, draw nigh, and 
in and thro? the Mediator aſcend to God the Father: for as 
Jeſus Chriſt is the way, and no man cometh to the Father 
but by him, ſo through him, both Jew and 1 5 Nur ac- 
ceſs, by one Spirit, to the Father. Amen. | = 


SECT ON Ut 


Paſt, A RE ye ſatisfied now with what: ye have wier and 
ſpoken? or have ye any more to aſk before ye go? 


Lads. 


f 


2 
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want, of grace that it is not in our power to work it ? 
Paſt. \ 


of his people are ſaved, Why may not ye ſeek and hope for 

falyation in that ſame way ? He will not be offended that ye 

ſeek to be ſaved only in his own way. And may ye not in 
rayer plead ? 5 | | 


s. Plead! alas! What can we plead? it rather becomes 


us to implore mercy to miſerable ſinners.  __ - | 
Paſt. Even what ye have now ſaid, is no deſpicable plea in 
"the court of heaven: providing it flow from a heart-humbling 
Tenſe of ſin and miſery, like the Publican; Luke xviii. 13. 


But I-was ſaying, in prayer you may plead that it will be to 


the honour of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, whoſe 


work it is that ye be ſaved in this very way. . , | 
, -» Lads. Some may have attained to ſuch a confidence in their 


prayers; but we doubt if we dare be ſo bold, as yet, in ours. 
Paſt. May ye not be emboldened yet further, by conſider- 
ing God's great love, allowing and appointing ſuch a well- 
ordered way; and Jeſus Chriſt's ſufficiency to ſave to the ut» 
termoſt all them that come unto God by him; and his calls and 
Invitations, giving you full warrant to come: and to remove 
all your doubts and. fears, he tells you, he will in no wife caſt 
any out that come-unto him. 8 
Lads: All theſe, and many ſuch like arguments, give great 
ground of conſolation to them that duly come as they are call- 
ed; but without his grace, alas! we can do nothing: we can- 
not come. . „ | 
Paſt: That ye cannot come without his grace diſpoſing and 
aſſiſting you; I readily: acknowledge; but that ye can do no- 
thing, I am not ſo ready to grant: for I know ye have ra- 
| ET neg Þ | tional 
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tional powers by nature, can uſe means, and ſeek the grace 
ye want. Your judicious queſtions, and rational anſwers I 
heard this day, have confirmed my opinion of your capacities: 
but not to infiſt on this at preſent, Let me aſk you, Would 
it not afford ſome ground of hope and boldneſs, if God ſhould: 
bid you ſeek grace, or promiſe to give his holy Spirit for 
that purpoſe, when ye aſk it? 

Lads. O, yes! either of theſe; but much more both his 
command and promiſe, would give us encouragement to pray: 
and to pray in hope too: for his promiſe does not fail. 

Paſt. I think, I gave ſome hint already, in oonferring with 
the girls, that as divine influence is neceſſary to qualify us for 
that faith and practice which the goſpel requires, fo there are 


in the goſpel inſtitutions, and ſuitable means appointed; in the 


uſe of which we are allowed to draw near to God through 


Jeſus Chriſt, that, out of his fulneſs, we may receive grace 


and affiſtance for every good and gracious purpoſe. I now 


add, That, as God has appointed means, and requires you, to 


uſe them ; ſo, upon the due uſe of them, he promiſes to give 
_ theſe ſpiritual bleſſings which ye have need of. 

Lads. Theſe ſeem to be good news; but what are theſe 
means he has appointed ? 

Paſt, Does not your Catechiſm ye repeat, tell you ? An- 
fwer the queſtion, What are the outward means whereby 
Chriſt communicates to us the benefits of redemption ? 

Lads. The outward and ordinary means, &c. &c. We ſee 
the Word, Sacraments, and Prayer, are the means; and the 
words here joined with them, viz. whereby he communicates 
the benefits—and made effectual, &c. look like what you were 
ſaying of the ſpiritual bleſſings to be had in the uſe of them; 
yet we need divine warrant, both for uſing of the means, 
and for our hope of receiving the benefits, chat you ſay, are 


promiſed. 


Paſt, In this I agree with you ; and I hope you'll take 
the holy ſcriptures for your warrant. 

Lads. Yes, yes; they are the rule of our faith and practice. 

Paſt, Then, I tell you, Ihe word of God abounds with 
ſuch ; but as it would be too tedious to cite them, I muſt re- 
fer you to the proofs you have in your Queſtion- books: only 
I obſerve, that, in the Old Teſtament, we have many ſuch 
as that, If thou ſhalt ſeek the Lord thy God, thou — find 

« him, 


3 
te him, if thou ſeek him with all thine heart, and with all thy 
« ſoul. Turn ye at my reproof, Behold, 1 will pour out my 
% Spirit unto you, I will make known my words unto you. 
„A new heart alſo will J give you, and a new ſpirit will I 
« put within you; and I will take away the ſtony heart out 
« of your fleſh, and I will give you an heart of fleſh. And 
6 J will put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in 
% my ſtatutes; and ye ſhall keep my judgments, and do them. 


Thus ſaith the Lord God, I will yet, for this, be enquired 


© of by the houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them.“ 

In the New Teſtament, our Lord ſays, ** Aſk, and it ſhall 
<< be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall be 
% opened unto you: for every one that aſketh, receiveth; 
sf and he that ſeeketh, findeth; and to him that 'knocketh, it 
& ſhall be opened. And—if ye, being evil, know how. to 


„give good gifts unto your children, how much more ſhall | 


your heavenly Father give good things, even, the n 
« Spirit, to them that aſk him.“ ; 
| Lads, Theſe words ſpeak much to our encouragement : 
but you ſpoke of uſing means duly ; we hope you will tell 
what it is to uſe them in a due manner, 


Paſt. For this alſo I adviſe you to be well acquaint with 


theſe excellent ſcripture directions you have in your Cate- 
chiſms, Larger and Shorter, to which J ſhall only add one 

word of caution; and next point out to you one very uſeful 
direction, included in our Lord's words cited. | 

Lads, Let us hear the caution. 

Paſt, Neither neglect the external means, nor reſt in the 
external performance of them. 

Lads. The caution is in few words, but perhaps acedfel 


enough. 


Paſt. So I think : for . neglecting ha means is both a 


diſobeying of our Lord, who requires you to practiſe them, and 
a deſpiſing of the benefits promiſed, and which are given in and 
with the due uſe of them. The other extreme, viz. reſting 
upon the outward performance, as if that were the whole re- 
quired, is the ready way to loſe the good ends and purging 
for 'which the means were appointed. 
Lads. What are theſe good ends? 
Paſt. I anſwer in general, They are deſigned as means of 
ſpiritual communications betwixt God and our ſouls : we en- 


deavouring to lift up our ſouls. to God in the uſe of them, he 
Fi communicates 
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communicates grace unto our ſouls, by the breathing of the holy 
Spirit. But to ſpeak more particularly; They are means ap- 
pointed for the conviction and converſion of ſinners, and for 
the edification and comfort of thoſe that are converted, that 
they may grow up in knowledge and grace, and improve, 
daily, in a life of faith and bolineſs, more and more unto per- 
fection. 

Lads. The caution ſeems 2 and we hope it will be 
uſeful; we now wait for the particular direction you promiſed 
to us, in our Lord's words cited. 

' Paſt. Theſe words we mentioned contain a great many more 
qualifications belonging to the uſe of means than one: The 
various expreſſions, aſk, ſeek, knock, imply a variety of exer- 
ciſes; frequent, fervent, and very urgent, and the ſuitable 
promiſes, ſubjojned to each exerciſe, give ſtrong aſſurance 
that ſuch labour ſhall not be in vain. But that which I point 
out to you, as a ſpecial dire&ion contained in our Lord's 
words, is this, That your deſires after the ſpirit and grace of 
God ſhould reſemble that of hungry children crying to their 
parents, on whom alone they depend for neceſſary food : much 
like what he ſays in another place, ** Bleſſed are they that 
hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled.“ 
Seeking the Lord after this manner, ye may expect, that, 
in and through Jeſus Chriſt, ye ſhall receive the benefits pro- 
miſed, for real anctification, for diſpoſing you heartily to com- 
ply with the goſpel method, and for good aſſiſtance and com. | 
fort in all your duties, and in all dangers or difficulties what= | 
ever, through the whole courſe of your lie, unto a peaceful 
end. Amen. 

Sit you down: Let the men nd wives come forward, 
This being the laſt opportunity, let none be neglected. 


CHAP. IV. 


SECT I. 


FT HE Men and Wives appear. Several queſtions thro? 
the book' beitig aſked, 'and not badly ld; the 

Paſtor ſays, You have 'heard our conference with the 
young people, what do ye incline to diſcourſe on now, in 


9 of what 985 have heard? ? | | 
\ --+ 84 +4 | Men 
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Men and Wives. We heard you ſpeaking of an intereſt in 
Chriſt, and of heart-ſincere religion, which you called ſaving 
grace; we want to hear ſomething more about theſe : for we 
have many a doubtful thought about them, | 

Paſt. I am glad to hear you pitch upon theſe momentous 
things, an intereſt in Chriſt, and heart-ſincere religion; al- 


low me to add a third, viz. a ſuitable converſation. Theſe 


three concern us all, and ſhould engage the careful ſtudy and 
endeavours of every Chriſtian, But if we enter upon theſe 
ſubjects now, I am afraid we'll continue longer than will be 
fit for ſeveral of you to ſtand, Let the Men fit down; Pl 
ſpeak to the Wives firſt. 259 | 


SECTION IL 


Paſt. JN more do ye want to ſpeak; or hear, about 
. theſe things mentioned ? 2 
Wives. Fr he are much in the dark, doubting if we may 
lay claim to theſe great benefits; we would be glad to know 
upon what grounds we may make ſuch a claim, or by what 
marks we may know if we have any intereſt in them: for 
it is a dangerous thing to be miſtaken herein. os 
Paſt. I grant there are too many in the dark as to theſe 
things ; and the cauſes being manifold, make the cure the 
more difficult, But, if ye be ſeriouſly concerned, and earneſt 
in your enquiry : for 'tis only in that caſe I'd give yon the 
following advice; then I tell you, I know nothing you can 
have, for your ſafety and ſatisfaction, equal to that little book, 
Guthrie's Trial of a Saving Intereſt in Chriſt. Read it care. 


fully; examine yourſelves, as he directs you; pray for the 


aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, that ye may know the things God 
has freely given you. Thus ſhall ye be better entertained 
than ſhould you and I talk about it, while we have breath to 
ſpeak. Only let me warn you of one very common error 
that keeps many of the godly themſelves in darkneſs, the ſame 
darkneſs you complain of ; and that, moſt part, through their 
own fault. i | 7 
Wives. How is it through their own fault? 

Paſt. They, many of them at leaſt, labour long, much and 
honeſtly too; but in ſuch a way as that they * 
„ boo rs . >" #" Ig | | - ves, 
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ſelves, loſe much of the comfort of religion, and ſcarcely at- 
tain to any meaſure of ſtedfaſtneſs in their Faith and hope. 

Wives. What way is that which is ſo hurtful to them ? 
Paſt, They are like thoſe that labour much in building, 
but take not due care how to lay the foundation: they are 
at much pains ſeeking the Lord ; and yet it may be ſaid, They 


ſought him not after a due order, 


Wives. We would be glad to know what you mean by a2 


due order, or what you would have us doing firſt, like laying 
a foundation in the work of our religion ? 
Paſt. My meaning is, That you, knowing your loſt ſtate by 
nature, the relief provided in Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator, and 
the terms of peace propofed to you in the goſpel, ſhould lay 
the foundation upon the ſure rock Chriſt Jeſus; cloſing with 
him in the covenaut of grace propoſed to you in the goſpel, 
which requires your hearty, conſcientious, ſincere, compliance 
with all the terms thereof, without exception, or reſerve. 
And then, being both knowingly engaged tothe duties, and real- 
ly intereſted in the privileges of the covenant, ye would be bet- 
ter diſpoſed for a converſation becoming the goſpel of Chriſt. 
Wives. Does the word of God ſpeak ought concerning that 
Way? ab Fe; 


Paſt, I'm glad to hear you -afſk that | may it ſtill be your 


care to regulate all your conduct by a due regard to the word 
of God. I think, the goſpel propoſing terms of peace and 


requiring you to accept once, implies a regard to this order. 


And the ſcripture directions ſeem plainly to lead this way; as 
where it is ſaid, © Yield yourſelves unto the Lord, and enter 
into his ſanctuary, and ſerve the Lord your God. Vow 
© and pay unto the Lord your God. My ſon, give me thine 
heart; and let thine eyes obſerve my ways. Come unto 
<* me, ſays our Lord, Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
«© me: for my. yoke is eaſy, and my burden is light.” The 
inſpired teachers of the goſpel exhort believers thus, As ye 
have received Chriſt, fo walk ye in him.” They commend 
the Macedonians, That they firſt gave their ownſelves to the 
Lord, and then, &. And I think, the holy ſacraments being 
ſeals of the covenant, ſuppoſe and require the ſame order, 
z. e. firſt to covenant, and then to ſea]. 
Wives. Is this what you meant by ſeeking the Lord after 
the due order, that we ſhould firſt agree with Chriſt in his own 
terms, and then ſerve him accordingly ? | - 5 
aſt. 
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Paſt. Yes, indeed, and that ye ſhould do it moſt conſcienti- 
ouſly, appealing to God who knows your heart, the ſincerity of 
your deſire, and conſent. Then ye might claim intereſt : for 


this covenant agreed to, will, like marriage, afford a lawful. 


claim of mutual intereſt, | 
Wives. This would require ſcripture 'warrant too. 

Paſt. This I grant, and the divine records atteſt, that the 
Lord makes his claim thus, “ J entered into covenant with 
thee and thou becameſt mine.” The church makes her's, 
ſaying, **. My beloved is mine, and I am his. Does not the 


Lord ſay, This is my covenant, &c. I will be their God, and 


they ſhall be my people.” So ſays John, “ As many as 
received him, to them he gave power to become the ſons of 
God; even to them that believe on his name.“ | 


Wives. We are afraid many of us are much defective in 


this part of duty, not having acted ſo diſtinctly as we ought 


to have done. Hence it is, perhaps, that we are not ſo ſen- 
ſible of the conſequential benefits of believing in Chriſt, as we 
might have been. ag | 1 
Patt. Indeed I'm much of that mind : but as the full aſſu- 
rance of an intereſt in Chriſt is not uſually obtained in an in- 
ſtant, but gradually in the due uſe of means; ſo I would not 


have you diſcouraged from preſſing forward: for then ſhall 
we know, if we follow on to know the Lord. And the moſt 


uſeful and ſpecial mean I can recommend for this purpoſe, is, 


a careful, frequent, conſcientious uſe of the ſacrament of the 


Lord's Supper : for herein ye are obliged, every one of you, 
to examine yourſelves, in order to know your ſtate and con- 
dition, and to review, renew, and ſeal your covenanting with 
the Lord. This, therefore, when Providence gives oppor- 
tunity, being our Lord's command, puts you under a neceſſity 
of endeavouring, in the beſt inanner you can, to make ſure 
your ſincere conſenting and agreeing to all the terms of the 
goſpel-· covenant. And the experienced among you can tell, 
that, in and about this work eſpecially, they have been favour- 
ed with the moſt awakening and enlightening manifeſtations, 
and have been. moſt ſenſibly revived, aſſiſted and comforted, 
with the moſt remarkable communications of divine grace. 
O! How often have they thankfully bleſſed the Lord, that 
ever he appointed ſuch a grace-exerciſing, and ſoul-entertain- 
ing ordinance ! | 
Wives. 
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Wives. True, indeed, we often hear ſuch things told us; 
and ſometimes think we feel ſomething like them too; but as 
they ſoon paſs away, our ſky is ſoon over-clouded with doubts 
and fears, dreading our conſolations had been but deluſions. 
Paſt. What ye ſay now, ſuggeſts to me another inſtance of 
your weakneſs. You ſeem upon ſuch occaſions to lay toe 
much ſtreſs upon ſenſible feelings, that ſweetly warm your 
affections, and afford great ſatisfaction, which, however ſweet 
and comforting, yet, being alterable, and often of ſhort con- 
tinuance, are not ſuch ſolid grounds of aſſurance of faith and 
hope, as God's word conſcientiouſly complied with, and his 
faithfulneſs firmly truſted to. As to the ſincerity of your re- 
ligion, of which ye ſeemed to doubt, ye may try it by the 
teſtimony of your own conſcience : if it bears you witneſs 
that ye reſolve, intend, and endeavour to avoid all known ſin, 
and to practiſe all known duty, without exception or reſerve. 
Wives. We cannot ſo much complain of the ſincerity of our 
deſigns and engagements, as that we ſhamefully come ſhort of 
dur reſolutions. 55 5 
Paſt. Take care you have not truſted, perhaps, too much 
to your good reſolutions, and too little to divine aſſiſtance, 
without which we can do nothing to purpoſe : for though ye 
have carefully engaged, even expreſsly, in the ſtrength of the 
Lord ; yet ye have not, perhaps, as carefully applied to him, 
and truſted in him, all along as ye ought, in the performance. 
Wives. Like enough it may be ſo; for we are {till defec- 
tive in every thing. | x 
Paſt. But be ye thankful, that, though in this life ye can 
do nothing perfectly, yet through Chriſt, and his grace aſſiſt- 
ing, ye may do every thing acceptably. | 
| Sit down, and let the Men come next. 


* 


SECTION III. 
The Men appear. 


Paſt. E have heard our conference; let us hear your ob- 
| fervations upon it. 
Men. We think your direction, as to the order of our re. 
ligious exerciſes, if duly put in practice, will afford more 
| clearnefs 


4 
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dlearneſs and comfort, than, perhaps, many people expected. 
And to try our ſincerity, by the witneſs-bearing of our own 
conſcience, ſeems as neceſſary as any thing: for, without the 
approbation of conſcience, there can be no rational peace of 
mind. 5 b 4 f 33 3 ; PD 
Paſt, Well; Do ye want any more to be ſaid on any of 
theſe things ye have heard? 5 e 

Men. Ves, Sir; this your laſt direction, needſul however 
we ſee it; yet, being ſomewhat general, we think, we will 
want a great deal more to be told us: If your convenience 
can allow, we will gladly wait to hear ſomething further and 
more particular, in order to know if our religion be ſincere, 
and of the right kind: for even our conſcience is in hazard to 
be miſled, partly through want of knowledge; and perhaps 

more through the weakneſs of our minds, and the deceitful- 

neſs of ſin in our hearts. | 5 | * 

Paſt. I muſt own it, ye ſpeak like reaſonable men; and; 
addreſſing you as ſuch, I may tell you briefly, All that ye 
want may be learned by a due attendance to the dictates of 
' reaſon, and divine revelation, with a firm dependence on di- 
vine grace, This ye cannot deny ; but ſince ye do not chuſe 
to reſt upon generals, I maſt condeſcend on ſome particulars. 

Men. That is juſt what we want, | | BY. 
Paſt, But allow me to mention one general that muſt run 
through all the particulars, and which is the firſt thing to be 
2 in the practical part of religion. hs 
Men. What is that thing? 

Paſt. The divine authority, and veracity. 

Men. Why is this firſt to be regarded? | 
| Paſt, Becauſe God being the ſupreme ruler of the uni- 
verſe, and our laſt judge, his authority is the firſt ground and 
reaſon of all rational duty and obedience. This, therefore, 
joined with belief of the truth, when known, is the ſureſt 
ground and warrant for principle and practice in religion. A 
due regard to which may be ſaid to be, The firſt, the chief, 
the molt neceſſary principle of all true religion. The ſince- 
rity of your religion may be tried by ſuch like marks as theſe 


— | | 
iſt, The principles of knowledge upon which it is ground- 
ed, and of action from whence ir ſprings. | 
ad. The ſcope or end to which it tends; | | 
Rs | G ' 4d, The 
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3d. The ſupreme rule by which it is regulated. 

4th. The chief motives whereby i it is influenced. h 

th. The native effects of it in the heart and practice. 

Men. W hat principles of knowledge muſt we have! in our 
minds? 

Paſt. The knowledge of God, of ourſelves, of our duty, 
and of our intereſt, or happineſs ; all agreeing to the dictates 
of reaſon, and divine revelation. 

Men. What principles of action muſt we have in our hearts? 

Paſt. All our active powers, inclinations and affections, are 
ſach ; but love is the main ſpring : we muſt therefore have in 
our hearts a prevailing power of love, a due regard to God 
and man; the love of virtue, and hatred of vice. This be- 
longs to the new heart. 

Men. What is the chief end and purpoſe of true religion? 

Paſt. The honour of God, and happineſs of mankind, our- 
ſelves and others. 

Men. What is the main rule we muſt chiefly regard i in ar 


our religion ? ? 


Paſt. The ſovereign pleaſure, and holy will of God, what- 
ever way, whether by reaſon, or divine revelation ; in form 


of precept, or advice, counſel, or command, it be made known 


to us. 

Men. By what motives ſhould our religion be influenced? 

Paſt. The motives are manifold ; - therefore I ſhall only 
mention a few. 

1ſt. The love of Chriſt ſhould 3 us to live unto him 
who died for us, and roſe again. 2 Cor. v. 14. 

2d. The love of the Father, and of the Son, promiſed to 
be manifeſted to ſuch as keep our Lord's word, ſhould influ- 
ence us to keep his commandments. oo . i 43. 

3d. We ſhould abide in Chriſt, and his religion, that, when 


he ſhall appear, we may have confidence, and not 'be a- 


ſhamed before him at his coming. John xi. 28. 

I add no more of theſe at an, AS, J hope ye do, all of you, 
underſtand what ye have heard. 

Men. We think we underſtand much better theſe ſhort 
ſentences than a long difcourſe, which we could not ſo well 
recollet. And we hope you'll ſpeak, with like regard to our 
capacities, in what follows : for the effects of religion, i in our 
yu and practice, is a chief concern to us all. 


Paſt. 
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Paſt. Theſe, indeed, are our chief concern, and alſo the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing marks, whereby religion can be tried, or 
proven: but, to be full in ſpeaking of them, would be a tedi- 


ous work. TI ſhall therefore only mention a few things that 


| ſeem to be the native effects of true religion; each one of 

which, no doubt, includes many particulars. And, for the 

greater eaſe to memory, I ſhall claſs them into three ſorts. 
1ſt. Thoſe that have a more immediate regard to God, 

2d. Thoſe that properly reſpe& mankind. 

3d. Such as, more eſpecially, evidence a due reſpect to the 
new covenant, or goſpel way of life.” Tie 

Men. We hope this will help our attention ; we want firſt 
of all to hear of ſuch effects as regard God. | 

Paſt. The firſt I name is, Our placing all our happineſs in 
the enjoyment of God's favour and friendſhip, as it is attain- 
able through Jeſus Chriſt. 

The ſecond, That we do all we can to his honour and plea» 
ſure : that is, That he may be well-pleaſed with us, and glo- 
rified in and by us. | | 
The third is, Our hearty agreement to the whole will of 
God in all things. OE 

Men. We grant that ſeems to be a genuine effect, and an 
evidence of true religion ; but it would be of ſome uſe to us 
that you name ſome particulars, in which we ſhould agree to 
_ God's will. 7 55 

Paſt. Then 1 ſhall name to you three ſuch particulars, 
The firſt is his new covenant, or goſpel method for our ſalva- 
tion. 2d. His law. 3d. His providence. 


Men. Now, Let us hear how we ſhould agree to his will 


in each of theſe particulars. | 

| Paſt. How we ſhould agree to the firſt, you have heard 
already told, both to the young people, and to the wives: 
And we agree to his law, chearfully obeying all his command- 
ments, in both tables of the law, becauſe it is God's will ; and 


We agree to his will in his providence, in being well-pleaſed 


that we ourſelves, and all our concerns in life, be ſtill under 
the care, and conduct of bis wiſe, good and gracious provi- 
dence; for herein we are ſafe, ſee Pſalm cxxi, and humbly 
ſubmitting to his will, in all the hardſhips that may be in our lot. 
Men. Theſe particulars help us a great deal: Will you 
mention any other effects of true religion, godward? _ 


G 2 Paſt. 
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Paſt. Yes, there is a fourth, An unlimited reſignation to 


him, with full truſt and dependence upon him for all we need; 


or he ſees fit for us, to compleat oar happineſs for time and 
eternity. To theſe a fifth may be added, viz. Our endea- 
vouring to have a habitual intercourſe berwixt God and our 
ſouls, by prayer, or communion and fellowſhip with God the 
Father, through the Son, by the Holy Spirit. Herein the 
renewed ſoul finds much comfort and quiet reſt, Hence, 
all the graces of the Spirit are awake, revived and ſtrength · 
ened. Herein believers are more and more fitted for the 
practice of each duty towards God, or towards man For 
this purpoſe, alſo, they uſe all the means of grace; Gadh as, 
the word, the ſacraments, and prayer, and delight to be in 
the place 'where God's honour dwelleth. But, by this time, 
ou will be thinking, 1 have dwelt long enough on this head. 
The next is to be the effects of true religion, with re- 
ſpect to our duty toward mankind. 
Men. This we need as much to bs told us, as any ching: 
for we have many temptations to the contrary practice. 
Paſt. iſt. True religion will cauſe us to deſire and delight 
in our neighbour's happineſs, as our own. ' 2d. It will cauſe 
us to eſteem and love them more'or leſs, as they evidence 
their likeneſs ro God, and conformity to the image of his Son, 
3d. The ſame principles will diſpoſe us to do to them, in each 
caſe, as in reaſon we could expect they ſhould do to us in hike 
circumſtances. 4th. Another effect will be our forgiving their 
faults againſt us, as we would be forgiven of  þ our faults . 
and offences againſt him. 5th. There'is yet another I ſhall 


mention, in which human nature, and heart religion, will 


agree. That is a fellow. feeling ſympathy with o one anoth er, 
in all our different circumſtance. 


Men. How does that ſympathy ſhow itſelf ? 


Paſt. In mourning with them that mourn, in rejoicing with 
them that do rejoice, and in prayer and thankſgiving for them, 
as their condition ſeems to require. | Beſides, our friendly 
advice, and What other aſſiſtance we can afford them, ſuitable 
to their circumſtances: for due regard muſt {till be had, to 
different ſtations, relations and circumſtances, amongſt man- 
kind. Thus have I ſhown you ſome of the native, effects of 


true religion ; Do ye want any more to be ſald at this time, 


or * we top were 1 ? 
G3 SECTION 


( 53 ) 


SECTION TV. 


_ Mani r will gladly. hear what 
he theſe effects may be, whereby we thew our regard | 


to the goſpel way of life. 


| Paſt. Even theſe we mentioned already, ſhould all of them 
have a reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt, his precept, or example. For 


in all our practice of virtue and religion, we ought to have 
a reſpect to Jeſus Chriſt, as our Lord and Ruler, to obey 
him; as well as our pattern for imitation, and our ſuretx 


both for aſſiſtance and acceptance; and in ſo far be conform- 
able to the goſpel rules. But ſince ye are ſo much inclined 
to hear, I ſhall name yet a few more things to that purpoſe, 


Iſt. True religion will make us carefully to worſhip God, in 


a goſpel method. That is, 1ſt. That we worſhip the one 
true, eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and him 
alone. Matth. iv. 10. 2d. That we come unto him in and 
by Jeſus Chriſt, the alone Mediator betwixt God and man. 
See John xiv. 6. 3d. That, as we deſerve no good thing of 
the Moſt High, we ſhould aſk and expe& good, only in the 
name, and for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, who is our only ſure- 
ty for good; our righteouſneſs, and our advocate with the 
Father. 4th. As we are unfit for worſhipping our God with- 
out divine aſſiſtance, who are called to pray in the Holy Ghoſt ; 


worſhipping God in the ſpirit; ſeeking and depending upon 


the gracious aids of the ſpirit of grace and ſupplication : for 
this ſpirit helpeth our infirmities. Rom. viii. 26. 

With reſpe& to moral duties; Again, II. iſt. Our rules 
muſt be commenſurate to our Lord's explication of the Moral 
Law : not reſting in externals, but reaching to the thoughts, 
intents, motions, and affections of the heart and mind: and 
all with due regard to his authority, as our immediate Lord, 


King, Ruler and Judge. 2d. The nature and _ of the 


law of God, being our perfection, as our Father in heaven is 
perfect: true religion looks on every defect or variation from 
this law, whether in heart or practice, thought, word, or 
deed, to be really ſinful; and therefore puniſhable. 3d. And 
conſidering, upon the one hand, the abſolute purity of the 
divine nature, and the perfection of God's law; and, _ 
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the other hand, the broken ſtate of fallen mankind, ſinful, mi- 
ferable, and ſubject to many infirmities ; how ſurrounded with 
manifold tentations in this evil world ; how the ſeeds of cor- 
rupt nature remain in the regenerate ; how the fleſh luſteth 
againſt the ſpirit in the ſaints; and how corruption frequently. 
breaks out in ſome ſhape or other, even in the moſt upright 
men. The truly ſincere can ſee no cauſe of boaſting on ac- 
count of their advancements in religion, or of glorying in their 
virtues, their graces, their good works, or moral improve- 
ments. They, on the contrary, ſee much cauſe of humilia- 
tion in themſelves, obliging them to walk humbly with their 
God. 4th. Hence they may ſee the neceſſity of ſeeking ma- 
ny free pardons, through the blood of Jeſus Chriſt the Son 
of God, which cleanſeth them from all {in ; and are obliged to. 
Jook to the merits of his obedience and interceſſion for accept-: 
ance of their moſt ſincere obedience, which is at beſt but poor, 
defective ſervice to our God and Saviour. 5th. Conſidering, 
again, how diſabled we are by ſin, mortality and manifold infir-: 
mities; we may ſee the neceſſity of applying to God, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the Holy Spirit, and of our depending upon- him 
for his gracious aſſiſtance in all our duties, for comfort in all 
our tribulations, and for his making perfect, in due time, the 
good work of grace and ſanctification, he has already begun 


in us. 6th. Again, If we look to the power of our ſpiritual 


enemies, and conſider our own weakneſs, we may ſee the ne- 
ceſſity of flying for refuge to our Redeemer and Saviour, 
whoſe grace is ſufficient for us; his ſtrength can ſhine in our 
weakneſs : for he is able to ſave them to the uttermoſt, 
that come unto God by bim. Therefore let them that glory, 
glory in the Lord. Let us worſhip God in the ſpirit, rejoice 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh, As we 
have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo let us walk in him, 
as he is made of God unto us, wiſdom, righteoulneſs, and 
ſanctification, and redemption. Thus, let believers in Chriſt 
live a life of faith on the Son of God. ; , 
Men. We are, Dear Sir, very much ſatisfied with what 
we have heard on this head; and are afraid of your being. 
too much fatigued through our fault, who were the occaſion 
of your ſpeaking ſo much at this time. 5 2 
Paſt. Well then, I ſhall add but one advice more; your 
compliance with which, will be another mark and evidence of 
your regard to the goſpel way of life. 3 
1 8 2th. Let 
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7th. Let it be your conſtant care to imitate our bleſſed 
Lord, in-all his imitable and exemplary practice; his behavi- 
- our devotional or moral : for he left us an example, that we 
ſhould follow his ſteps. And in particular, Let us imitate his 
meekneſs, patience, and humble ſubmiſſion to the whole will 
of God ; and let us further obſerve that his zeal for the hon- 
our of God was ſtill joined with tender bowels and compaſſions 
to mankind : he ſympathiſed with them, affectionately in all 
their diſtreſſes; he went about doing good to the ſouls and 
bodies of men, as their ſeveral conditions required, that they 
might be relieved from their preſent troubles, eſcape future 
dangers, enjoy much good, and be happy for ever. ; 
: Thus, Let us walk as he walked, ſtudying more and more 

to be like to the holy, the heavenly and friendly Jeſus ; that, 
being conformed to the image of the Son of God, we may be 
made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light. For thus ſhall every one that loves our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in ſincerity be made, in due time, and in the world to 
come, compleatly happy. O happy! in the full enjoyment of - 
God, in his friendſhip and favour, in his communion and fel- 
low ſhip by the Holy Ghoſt, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, for 
ever and ever! And to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all the glory, honour and praiſe, for ever. Amen, 


The End of the Catechiſm, or Firſt Part. 


Other Fwo Parts, conſiſting of Conferences between 
the Paſtor and his People, upon many of the moſt 
important Subjects in Divinity, &c. will- ſoon be 

_ publiſhed, if the Subſcribers for the Firſt Part in- 
' _ cline, at a moderate Expence: | 
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